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EARiy HISTORy OF THE KANCI REGION. 

T he earliest reference to Kancipura seems to be that in the (iv, 2, second 

ahnika) of the great grammarian Patanjali who3e'‘date, B.C. 1 50, may now be relied 
upon" {Bom. Gaz., 1, ii, p. 140). Patanjali is now generally taken to have been a contem- 
porary of the first Sunga king. Pu?yamitra, who reigned from circa 185 to 149 B. C. accor- 
ding to Smith {Ear. Hid. Iiul., 4th ed., 208fF.). The mention of Kancipuia in the 
Mdhabkawo goes to show that Kahci became a place of importance as early as the 
beginning of the second century B. C. It is however not certain whether KSnci was of 
political or commercial importance in the age of the Mahubhav.ia. 

If traditions recorded by the Chinese pilgrim Yuan Chwang are to be believed, Kauci 
rose to prominence even earlier than the age of the Ma/iiib/id'n/n. This Chinese pilgrim 
tells us that he noticed a .dupa about hundred feet high, built by king Asoka in the city of 
Kanci (Beal, Bud. Rec. Wes. Wor., 11, p. 230). In this connection we may also note 
the mention of Asoka or Asokavarman as one of the early Pallava kings in the 
mythical portion of the later Pallava inscriptions. Hultzsch appears to be right in 
taking this Asoka or Asokavarman as "a modification of the ancient Maurya king 
Asoka". The claim of having this great Maurya emperor as predecessor is to be found 
also in the Rajataraiigini, the traditional history of Kashmir (i, vv, 102-106). Though 
the genealogy of Asoka given in the Kashmir chronicle does not tally with the Maurya 
genealogy found in the Purapas, the description of the Kashmir king named Asoka 
"who had freed from sins and had embraced the doctrine of Jina (i.e. Buddha), covered 
Suskaletra and Vitastara with numerous stupas', clearly shows that he is no other 
than the great king of Pataliputra. The inclusion of Maurya ASoka in the traditional 
Pallava genealogy is therefore not impossible. 

If however we take the find-spots of Asokan inscriptions so far discovered in the far 
south as establishing the southernmost boundary of the Maurya empire in Anoka's time, 
it would appear that the Kanci region lay outside that empire. Nevertheless, if traditions 
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recorded in early Tamil works are to be believed, the Maurya frontier at the time of 
Candragupta, grandfather of Asoka, possibly extended far to the south of Kanci. “We 
have seen that in the south the Maurya power, at one time, had probably penetrated as 
far as the Podiyil hill in the Tinnevelly District. In the time of Aioka, the Maurya 
frontier had receded probably to the Pennar river near Nellore, as the Tamil kingdoms 
are referred to as prcichantta or border states and are clearly distinguished from the 
imperial dominions {v'jita or raja-oistatia) which stretched only as far south as the 
Chitaldrug District of Mysore" (Raychaudhuri, Pul. Hist. Anc- Ind., 2nd ed., p. 195). 

If then the Kanci region was once under the Mauryas, it may not be altogether impossible 
that owing to the commercial importance of its position Kanci attracted the notice of a 
Maurya emperor or a viceroy of the southernmost Maurya province, who assigned this 
Sanskritised name to a Dravidian original like KaccippeduL 

The exhaustive list of countries, mentioned in Gautami Bala^ri's inscription, over 
which Gautamiputra Satakarni jn said to have ruled, does not mention any district of the 
far south. This fact along with the conspicuous absence of inscriptions and coins of 
Gautamiputra Satakarni in the Andhra region possibly goes to show that the country was 
outside the kingdom of this Satavahana king. It must however be noticed that 
Gautamiputra Satakarni has been described in that famous Nasik Cave inscription as lord 
of the Vindhya, i^kjavat, Pariyatra, Sahya, Kr?nagin (Kanheri), possibly ^rl^aila 
(,maca'siri'tana= Mariya &n or ana 7), Mahendra, Malaya, Setagiri and Cakora 
mountains. Malaya and Mahendra, quite wellknown in Sanskrit literature, have been 
identified respectively with the Western Ghats (to the south of Nilgiri) and the Eastern 
Ghats. If there is in the list really the name of Srlsaila, it is to be found in the 
Kurnool District of the Madras Presidency. Cakora has been mentioned along with 
SriSaila in the Purapas. It is therefore possible that Gautamiputra Satakarpi claimed 
a sort of suzerainty over the whole of southern India. Since there is no mention of the 
Himalaya, the list of mountains in Gautamipulra's kingdom does not appear to be 
altogether conventional. Another important point in this connection is the king's epithet 
ti'sainudu-toya'pilu'vahana, which says that his war'horses drank water from the 
three seas. We are to notice that the inscription does not refer to the conventional catuli' 
samudra, but only to tri-samvdra (three seas) which evidently signifies the Western 
(Arabian) sea, the Eastern sea (Bay of Bengal) and the Southern sea (Indian Ocean). The 
traditional southern expedition of Maurya Candragupta and the southern expeditions of 
the Calukyas of Badami and Kalyani, of the Rastrakutas of Malkhed and later of Sivaji and 
Haidar Ali show that it was almost a custom with great Deccan kings to lead expedi- 
tions to the far south. Is it impossible that Gautamiputra Satakarpi’s vague claim of 

1 . At the time of Aioka, the southernmost Maurya province had its headquarters at Suvarnagiri which has 
been identified by Hultzsch with Kanakagiri in the Nizam’s dominions to the south of Maski {Oorp. [ns. Ind. 
I, p. xxxvlii). 
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suzerainty over the whole of Southern India originated from such a southern 
expedition 

The Amaravati inscription of Vasisthiputra Pulumavi (/4. S, S. I., I., p- 100 ; pi. 
LVI. no. 1), Amaravati inscription of Sivamaka Sata (siri-Sivamaka-Sada ; ibid., p. 61 
pi. LVI, no. 2), Chinna inscription of Gautamiputra Yajfia Satakarpi (,Ep. hid , I, p.. 
95), Kodavali inscription of Vasisthiputra Candra Sati (Cada Sata ; ibid., XVlll. pp. 316 
ff.) and the Myakadoni inscription of Pulumavi (ibid., XIV, p. 1 55) however clearly show 
that the successors of Gautamiputra Satakarni certainly ruled in the Andhra region. This 
southerly extention of the Satavahana power may have been due to the rise of the house 
of Castana who seems to have established himself at Ujjayini and to have been a 
contemporary of the Greek geographer Ptolemy (c. 140 A. D.) and of the Satavahana king 
Vasisthiputra Pulumavi, son of Gautamiputra Satakarni. We know from the Junagadh 
inscription {ibid., VllI, pp. 44 ff.) that Castana’s grandson Rudradaman (c. 130- 150 A-D.), 
who for sometime luled conjointly with his gran^ather," was reigning over some of the 
countries that were formerly under the possessiomGautamiputra Satakarpi. 

The occupation of the Andhradesa and adjoining districts by the later Satavahanas 
is also proved by numismatic evidence. According to Rapson {Cat. C. Brit. Mas., p. 
Ixxi), the Satavahana coins found in the Kistna-Godavari region "fall into two classes 
distinguished from each other both by their type and their fabric.” In the district of 
the first fabric, coins of the following five kings have been found (ibid., Ixxii) : 

1 . Vasisthiputra ^ri-Pulumavi, 

2. Vasisthiputra Sivairi Satakarni, 

3. Vasisthiputra sri^Candra Sati, 

4. Gautamiputra sri'Yajna Satakarni, and 

5. sri'Rudra Satakarni. 

In the district of the second fabric are found coins struck by the following three 
kings {ibid., p. Ixxiv) ; 

1 . sri'Candra Sati, 

2. Gautamiputra ^n'Yajna Satakarni, and 

3. Sri'Rudra Satakarpi. 

Some lead coins found in the Anantapxjr and Cuddapah Districts have been taken 
by Rapson to have belonged to some feudatories of the Satavahana kings (ibid., 
p. Ixxxi). This suggestion appears to be supported by the following facts. Firstly, in the 


1. A Nasik inscription possibly refers to a southern expedition led by Gautamiputra Satakarni who seems 
to have once encamped at Vaijayantl, Vaijayar.tl which was later the capital of the Cutu Satakarnis and 
after them of the Kadambas has been identified with modern Banavasi in the North Kanara District of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

2. Raychaudhuri, Op. cU., pp. 317 ff. 
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Chitaldrug District has been found a coin of one Sadakana (Satakarni) Kalalaya Maharathi 
who was most probably a feudatory of the great Satavahanas ; secondly, the Myakadoni 
(Bellary District) inscription of Pulumavi shows that the Bellary region was called the 
jauapada (district) of Satavahanihara and that it was under the rule of a governor 
(maliaseiiaprcti) whose name was Skandanaga. This fact seems to show that the southern 
districts of the Satavahana kingdom were ruled by military chiefs. 

'From what has been said above it is perfectly clear that the dominions of the later 
Satavahanas extended as far as the borders of the district of Kanci. We shall now 
consider the question whether Kanci could have formed a part of the Satavahana 
kingdom. 

There is no epigraphic evidence to prove that the Satavahana kings ruled over Kanci ; 
but certain lead coins with "ship with two masts" on one side and the Ujjain symbol 
on the other have been discovered on the Coromandel coast between Madras and 
Cuddalore. "That they belong to the Andhra (Satavahana) dynasty seems certain from 
the Ujjain symbol which forms their reverse type, and from such traces as remain of the 
coin-legend. On the solitary specimen on which these traces admit of any probable 
restoration the inscr. appears to be intended for (no. 95, p. 22 ; 

pi. V)".^ Of course, mere discovery of some coins of a certain dynasty in a certain area 
may not prove that that particular area was under the direct control of the rulers of that 
dynasty. But this distinct type of ship-coins found exclusively in the Coromandel coast 
possibly supports the view that at least the issuer (or issuers) of the ship-coins had some 
sort of political supremacy over the coast region. But who ruled the coast country 
during the time of the later Satavahanas who had most probably issued the 
ship-coins ? 

According to some scholars, “The coast-region in which these coins are found 
was in the third century B. C. inhabited by the Colas ; but before the middle of the 
second century A. D. it seems to have passed into the power of the Pallavas who were 
thus contemporary with the later Andhras (i. e., Satavahanas). This view however 
can be proved to be unwarranted on the evidence of the Perijdus of the Erythraean 
Sea and the Oeoyraphy of Ptolemy. 

We .can not expect to get the name of Kancipura in the Periplus as this work 
does not attempt to give an exhaustive list of cities and towns of the countries about which 
it speaks. The Kanci region was possibly not a separate political unit at the age of this 
work (c. 80 A. D). The Per ip / ms says : "§ 59. From Komari ( = mod. Kumarika) 
towards the south (actually toward NNE) this region extends to Kolkhi ( = Karkai on the 
Tamraparni in the Tinnevelly Dist. ; Smith, op- cit., p. 469) ; and it belongs to the 

1. Ibid., pp. Ixxxi— ii 

2. Ibid., p. Ixxxii. 
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Pandian kingdom. Beyond Kolkhi there follows another district called the Coast country 
( = Coromandel or Cola-maridala coast), which lies on a bay, and has a region inland 

called Argaru ( = Ur.igapura = mod. Uraiyur near Tanjore) §60. Among the market- 

towns of these countries and the harbours where the ships put in from Damirika and from 
the north, the most important are, in order as they lie, first Kamara, then Poduka, then 
Sopatma ; in which there are ships of the country coasting along the shore as far as 
Damirika ; and other very large made of single logs bound together called Sangara ; but 
those which make the voyage to Khryse and to the Ganges are called Kolandia and are 
very large." We do not definitely know whether any of these three ports mentioned 
by the Periplus belonged to the district of Kanci ; but the fact that the Periplast after 
referring to the Coast country refers to Masalia ( = District round Masulipatam) possibly 
suggests that the borders of the Coast country touched, in the age of the Prripluis, those 
of the district round Masulipatam. This suggestion, it should be noticed, is in accord 
with the tradition which says that "the Chola country (Cholamaodalam) was bounded 
on the north by the Pennar and on the south by the southern Vellaru river ; or, in other 
words, it extended along the eastern coast from Nellore to Pudukottai, where it abutted on 
the Papdya territory” (Smith, op. cit., p. 480). 

in the Geograiihy of Ptolemy (c. HO A. D.) who gives a fairly exhaustive list of 
countries, cities and important places, we do not find the name of Kanci ; but the 
district of Kafici can be satisfactorily identified from Ptolemy’s map of India. The order 
of the position of countries in the east coast has been thus given in Ptolemy's 
Geography, Vlll, i : 

1. Country of the Pandiones ( = Pandyas) with its cspital at Modoura 
( = Madura) 1 25” 1 6” 20', ruled by Pandion (§ 89) ; 

2. District of Batoi (§ 90) with its metropolis at Nisamma 125° 10' 10° 30' 

(§ 12 ) ; 

3. Coast of the Soringoi { = Colas) with its capital at Orthoura 130’ 16’ 20', 
ruled by SOrnagos (§91); 

4. Arouarnoi with its capital at Malanga 130“ 13°, ruled by Basaronagos 

(§ 92) ; and 

5. District of the MaisAloi (called MaisAlia in § 15) with its metropolis at 
■ Pitundra 135° 18“ (§ 93). 

It is clear from the situation of the above countries that on the way from the 
district of Masulipatam to the Pandya country, i.e., to the south of the former, lay first 
the country of Arouarnoi, then the coast of the Soringoi, and then Batoi. This "coast 
of the Soringoi" is evidently the same as the "Coast country" of the Peripliia which 
seems to represent the Cola-mandala of Sanskrit literature. Its capital Orthoura appears 
therefore to be the same as Argaru of the Periplus, and Uraiyur ( = Uragapura) of the 
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present dayL But what about this Arouarnoi which has not been mentioned in the 
Periplus, but has been placed between the Cola-mapdala and Masulipatam by Ptolemy ? 
In this connection it is interesting to note what Prof. S. K. Aiyangar says about the 
countries of this coast. "The east coast region, however, beginning with the river Veliar 
flowing across the state of Pudukottah now and emptying itself into the Bay of Bengal 
which marked the orthodox southern boundary of the Cholas, constituted the Chola- 
mandalam which actually extended northwards therefrom to as far as the river South 
Pennar where began the division known as Aruvanadu, which extended north'Wards 
along the coast almost as far as the Northern Pennar” (Intro, to Pallavas of Kanchi by 
R. Gopalan, p. xi-ii). There can hardly be any doubt that this Aruvanadu between the 
Northern and Southern Pennars is the Arouarnoi of Ptolemy's Geography. This Arouarnoi 
is practically the same as the Kanci-mapdala, i.e. the district round Kafici. It must 
however be noticed that the capital of this district, in the time of Ptolemy, was at 
Malanga which appears from Ptolemy's map to have been far to the north of Kanci. 

It now appears that the Cola-mapdala or the Cola coast which at the time of the 
Periplus was possibly bounded by the Pandya country in the south and the Masuli 
district in the north was divided into two kingdoms in the age of Ptolemy (c. HO A. D.), 
What is however more interesting is that in the time of the Greek Geographer, the 
Cola-mapdala proper was being ruled by a king named SbT'n&ga, while Aruvanat^u, 
the northern part of the former Cola kingdom, was under the rule of a king named 
Basaro-ndj/a. We can not be definite whether these two names really represent Indian 
names like Sura-naga (or Surya-naga) and Vaira-naga (or Varja-naga) ; but there can be 
no doubt that in Ptolemy's time the Cola kingdom as well as the district round Kanci was 
ruled by princes who belonged to the family of the Nagas. The existence of the Nagas in 
the Coromandel coast seems to be further supported by the existence of a city called 
Uaraga-pura in the Paiidya country and another of the same name in the Cola country. 
Uraga, as we all know, is the same as Naga. It is however difficult to ascertain whether 
the "inland region called Argaru ( = Uraga-pura)” was being ruled by the Nagas 
( = Uragas) in the age of the Periplus ; nevertheless the name supports a conjecture 
that in or before that time a place in the heart of the Cola country was under the Nagas."'* 

1. It must be noticed that a ciiy called Argaru 125° 15' 14° 20' has been mentioned by Ptolemy (Geo<J , 
VII, § 1 1 ) as belonging to the Pandya country. It can however hardly be identical with Argaru (=Uragapura) 
of the Periplus which, as we have seen, places it in the Coast country beyond the kingdom of Pandion. 
Ptolemy’s Argaru in the Pandya country is evidently the same as Uragapura mentioned bv 'Kalidasa as the 
capital of the Paijclya kings (/fojf/rtt, VI, 59-60). That Uragapura of these two Greek authors is different is also 
proved by the fact that while the Periplus has it as "a region inland called Argaru", Ptolemy’s map places the 
city just on the sea-shore (Plates in L(l Gcoyraphic de Ptolefn^e par Renou, Paris, 1925). 

2. It may alternatively be suggested that Uragapura is really a Sanskritised form of the Tamil name 
Uraiyur (literally, "city of greatness" ?). We must however notice that as early as the beginning of the 
Christian era the locality (or localities) was known to foreigners not as UraiyCr, but as Uragapura (cf. 
Argaru). 
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In this connection we should also notice the Buddhist traditions of Ceylon and 
Siam which speak of a Naga country on the coast near the "Diamond Sands,” to the 
south of Dantapura, between the mouth of the Ganges and Ceylon (Cunningham, 
Anc. Geog. hid., ed. m, pp. 61 l'I2). This country has been called Majerika. We do 
not know whether Majerika is the same as Masulika (Masulipatam) or a district named 
■ after che Manjhira branch of the Godavari, or it is Ptolemy's Arouarnoi where the Naga 
king Basaro-naga once ruled. But the traditions seem to support the existence of a Naga 
country on the eastern coast. Much value of the traditions is however vitiated by the fact 
that the epochs to which the two traditions refer are irreconcilable. The Ceylonese tradition 
gives the date as B. C. 157, while the Siamese tradition gives A.D. 310--313. If we 
believe in the latter tradition (and also in the fact that the tradition refers to the Nagas 
of the Coromandel coast), the Pallavas would appear to have risen to prominence 
after A. D. 3 1 3. This however seems to be improbable. 

Before the middle of the second century therefore not the Pallavas but the Nagas 
were ruling the coast country. 

As scholars generally take Ptolemy's Siriptolemaios (siri-Pulumavi), ruler of Baithana 
(Paithan in the Aurangabad Dist.) to be the same as Vasisthiputra sn-Pulumavi, son of 
Gautamiputra Satakar^i, we see that Basaro-naga, ruler of the Kanci region, and Sflr- 
naga, ruler of the Cola-marjdala, reigned contemporaneously with this Satavahana king 
who possibly was the first to establish the Satavahana power in the Andhra country 
{Pol. Hist, Aw. Ind., 2nd ed., It may not be altogether impossible that the 

successors of Basaro-naga acknowledged the suzerainty of the powerful successors of 
Vasisthiputra Pulumavi, such as the great Grautamiputra Yajna Satakarni. It should be 
noticed here that Pulumavi of the ship-coins appears to be the same as the king of the 
Myakadoni inscription, who was probably a successor of Vasisthiputra Pulumavi and was 
the last king of the direct Satavahana line. 


1. Vasisthiputra Pulumavi has been called "lord of the Diksinipatha” in the Nasik inscription of year 19. 
In line 1 2 of the Junagadh inscription (JJp. /rtd., VIII, pp. 44 ff), the Sake king Rudradgman (c. 130-150 A.D.) 
mentions his Sgtavihana contemporary (Pulumgvi ?) as “Sstakarni, lord of the Daksinigpatha." 
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RISE OF THE PALLAVAS 

S cholars are now generally of opinion that the Pallavas were not indigenous 
to the Kanci region. Thus Prof. S. K. Aiyanger says, “ The Pallavas seem neverthe - 
less t o have been foreign to the locality as far as our evidence takes us at present" (op. 
dt., p. x). The question is now : When did the Pallavas attain political supremacy 
in the Kahci region 1 

We have already seen that about the middle of the second century A. D., when 
Ptolemy is known to have written his Geography, the above region was being ruled 
by the Nagas. The Pallavas therefore could not have ruled as a recognised political 
power in the same locality before the middle of the second century of the Christian 
era. They are however believed to have risen to prominence certainly before the 
middle of the fourth century A. D. which is the time of Samudragupta’s Allahabad pillar 
inscription. This record, as we all know, mendpns a certain k anceyaka Visnugop a 
with whom the Gupta king (c. 330--375 A. D.) came in conflict during his South Indian 
compaign. (jhis “Vijougopa, ruler of KaPicl" has been unanimously taken to have 
belonged to the Pallava family.^ i 

To about the same period should be assigned the Mayidavolu {Ep. Ind., VI, 84) 
and Hirahadagalli {ibid., 1, p. 2.) grants of the Pallava ruler Sivaskandavarman, and 
the British Museum grant {ibid., Vlll, p. 143) dated in the reign of a Pallava king 
named Fya//(i'Skandavarman. These grants are written in Prakrit and are unanimously 
taken to be the earliest available epigraphic records of the Pallavas. There is 
however difference of opinion regarding the date of these epigraphs. But, as we 
shall show in the next section, they appear to belong to the first half of the fourth 
century A. D. The Pallavas therefore seem to have attained political supremacy in 
the Kanci region after the middle of the second but before the beginning of the fourth 
century of the Christian era. Now, the next question would be ; Who were the Pallavas 
and how did they succeed in obtaining mastery over the Kanci region from the hands 
of the Nagas ? 

It is almost certain that the Pallavas originally were executive officers under the 
Satavahana kings*. They were most probably in charge of the government of districts 
with titles like Maharathi and Mahasendpati, i. e. governor. There is inscriptional 
evidence to prove that the Satavahana kings took their officers from the families of 


1. Aiyangar, Op. pit., p. xv ; Sewell, Hist. Ijts. S. Ind,. s.v„ C. 225 A.D, 
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the Guptas and Nagas. A Nasik inscription mentions an officer named Siva-gupta, 
and the Karle inscriptions refer to Gupta and Si vaskanda- Gupta {Pol. Avc. Ind. 

2nd ed., p. 332). We have already seen that a Naga chief named Skanda-naga was 
ruling the Bellary District in the reign of Pulumav i who was possibly the last Satavahana 
king of the main line. The Pallavas may have been officers like the Guptas and 
Nagas, 

But, who were the Pallavas ?* Were they identical with the people called 
Palhavas in inscriptions and literature ? Some scholars are in favour of the identifica- 
tion. Their arguments may be summed up as follows. The Palhavas, i. e. th e 
Parthians, are known from inscriptions and coins to have been r uling in North -Western 
India in the beginning of the Christian era. In the time of the Peripliis, "Parthian 
princes [ who ] were constantly driving each other out”, were occupying the valley 
of the Indus. This people possibly pushed a little down to the south when they came 
in conflict with the Satavahana king Gautamiputra Satakarni who is called "subduer 
of the Sakas, Yavanas and Palhavas." Indeed, from the Junagadh inscription of 
Rudradaman we learn that a Palhava governer named Suvi^akha, son of Kulaipa, 
was ruling the district of Anarta- and Surastra under that great Saka king. Of, as it 
seems to be, the territory of the Palhavas lay not far off from the Satavahana kingdom, 
if they really came in conflict with the Satavahanas at the lime of Gautamiputra 
Satakarpi, if the Palhavas accepted offices in the government of neighbouring kings, 
and if the Satavahana government accepted services of persons belonging to the 
neighbouring tribes, there is nothing impossible in the suggestion that the Palhavas 
were employed by the Satavahana kings and eventually carved out a principality in 
the south of the Satavahana kingdom after the decline of the latter. ^ 


K See H. Krishna sasCri, ICp. Ind.., XV, p,246. "Theorigin of the Pallavas has been obscure. A suggestion 
has been thrown out by Mr. Venkayya that they may have been connected with the Palhavas, mentioned in 
the Mahabh^rata and the Puranas and there classified as Toreigners outside the pale of Aryan society (J. iS'roT. 

for 19!6'17, p. 2l7f.). It is true that here the Pallavas are so classed with the Sakas, Yavanas and 
Ollier foreign tribes ; nevertheless the possibility of their being a class that originated from an intermingling of 
the Brahmanas with the indigenous Dravidian tribes is not altogether precluded. This presumption is confirmed 
partly by a curious stitement made in the Rayakota copper plates {(ihove, Vol. V, p. 52) that Ajvatthaman, the 
Brahmana founder of the race, married a Naga woman and had by her a son called Skandajshya. Other 
copper plates (e. g., S. 1. L, Vol. II, p. 353, w. 16 6- 17) which relate a similar story mention in the name of 
Skandasishya the name of the eponymous king Pailava, after whom the family came to be called Pallava. Hence 
it appears almost probable that (he Pallavas like the Kadambas of Banavasi {Dt/. Kew, Disi. p. 2S6 and 
fn. 2), the Nolambas of Mysore (Rice's Mysore and- Coorg front Jns., p. 55), the Maisyas of Oddavadi 
i (Od^adi in the Vizagapatam district) and other similar dynasties were the products of Brahmana inter-'connections 
with the Dravidian races, as the stories related of their origin indicate. The Pallavas are however referred to In 
an early Kadamba record of the 6th century A.D. as Kshatriyas, and their earliest sovereigns are stated to have 
performed Vedic sacrifices like the Aryan kings of old." 

2. Anarta is the district round modern Dvaraka. in the MahUbharata (XIV> 52. 59 ; 53. ) ) the ssttne 
.place has been referred to both as Anartapuri and DvUraka. - ' ' . 

2 
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- We however think that there are some very strong grounds against the identifica- 
tion of the Pallavas with the people called Palhava (i. e., the Parthians). ^If the people 
who were called Palhava at the time of Gautamiputra Satakarni and Rudradaman, 
'that is to say, during the first half of the second century A. D-, is the same 
as the Pallavas whom we find stationed at Kanci at about the end of the third century, 
how are we to explain the fact that the latter have never been called Palhava either 
in the records of their own or in records and works that refer to them ? It is 
i mprobable that within the short period of about 150 years a tribe had iittfrlv 
forgotten its or iginal name , so much so that not even for once did mpnnhers use 
tK atname' in~~tFie whole cours e of their history, though Indian literature in all succeeding 
ages has recoeni^ a tribe Ttamed sometimes even side bv with Pallnva 

Another important point in this connection is that in the Hirahadagalli grant the 
earliest known Pallava king, Sivaskandavarman, who appears to have ruled in the 
first quarter of the fourth century A- D., is reported to have performed the Asvameda 
sacrifice. /There is no evidence that kings belonging to foreign dynasties or tribes 
like the Saka, Kujatia, Gurjara, Hupa and others ever performed the Horse-sacrifice, 
even when they were Hinduised^/ It seems highly improbable that a foreigner 
would be very favourable to the obnoxious practices followed during the course of 
this sacrifice. Unless an immigrant tribe hopelessly forgets its self and imbibe utter 
orthodoxy of Hinduism, it seems impossible for its members to be able to expose 
their wives to such indelicate practices as are necessary in performing the Horse- 
sacrifice^. ^he performance of this out-and-out Brahmanical sacrifice by the earliest 
known Pallava king seems to go against the theory of foreign origin of the Pallavas-^ 

(Th e next important point is that the family of the Pallavas is known even from 
the earliest record to have belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra^ . ^ This Bharadvaja gotra 
of the Pallavas can hardly be imitated ftom the gctra of any rarlier dynasty that ruled 
in the Deccan. The Satavahanas of the main line, whose records the Pallavas 


1. I am indebted foi this suggestion to Dr. H. C. Raychaudhuri of the Calcutta University, hor 
details about the Asvamedha sacrifice, see Sukla-Yajurveda, XXII-XXV, with Mahidhara's commentary thereon. 
For the indelicate portion, see tWfZ., XXlll, 18-25. Mantra to be uttered by the queen of the performer of 
this sacrifice; amhc = 'mlnke = ’mhuUI;e na vm nayati l;ai=cana I !ia^Hs1y=a&ml‘a[i stthhadrikmn 
kdiiipila-vusiniin // Mahidhara’s commentary : mad=a<ja)nane=’!iro=’nyum=udtiya iayisyata=iti maijd 
gmnyaie. After pronouncing another mantra, the queen sits (according to Mahldhara, lies down) beside 
the sacrificial horse. Queen : td uhhau caiural/ jntdalf sani'in'asuraydva ; Adhvaryu : srarye lake 
pron,iuvBtliSiii. After the Adhvaryu covers the bodies of the queen and the horse with a sheet of cloth, the 
queen says: ff.srr rSJi relodhd reto dadhaiu, and then according to Mahldhara: mahiitl svaymn = ev — 
a!si;a-iihmm = akr^!ia sva-yonati stimpayati. See also Hatapatha-Brahmaya, Xlll, iv. 2 ini Successors 
of the SutacBlianas in the Eastern Dcccan, p, III. 

2. According to K. P. Jayaswal (///«<. Jjtri., p. 182), “The Pallavas ware a branch of the Vakatakas.’’ 
The theory however is obviously untenable, as the former is known to have belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra, 
while the latter belonged to the Visnuvfddha gotra. 



EARLY PALLAVAS 


1.1 


imitated in drawing theiis, did never specially mention their own gotra. The Vinhukada 
CutU'Satakarnis however called themselves Mruiavija-uotra' Harifupiif.m. This title 
was imitated by the Kadambas who succeeded the Cutu Satakarnis in the Kuntala 
country. The Calukyas who appear to have .originally been provincial governors 
under the early Kadambas, got the title in their turn along with the sovereignty of the 
Kanarese countty. Since the Pallavas do not use metronymics like their predecessors 
land since their Bharadvaja gotra cannot be reasonably proved to have been imitated 
from any preceding ruling dynasty of the Deccan, it seems possible that they were 
originally Brahmanical Hindus of the Bharadvaja gotra and therefore belonged to 
Northern IndiaL 


Panini (IV. I. 117) seems to say that the Sungas belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra. 
From the Purapas we know that the Sungas succeeded the Mauryas on the throne of 
Magadha, and the Malavikagnimitra informs us that a secondary capital of the Sungas 
was at Vidisa (mod. Bhilsa in the Jubbalpore District). Is it altogether impossible that 

( the Pallavas really ‘were a branch of the Sungas of Vidisa, who gradually pushed to 
the south, took services under the Satavahanas and eventually carved out a principality 
Jn the Kanci region^ ? The fact that the Pallavas never try to connect themselves with 
the solar and lunar dynasties, famous in Indian legends, at least seems to show that they 
belonged originally to a Brahman family of Northern India. If a Brahman family 
rises to royal dignity, it can hardly look back for past glory to the Surya and Candra 
ViiiiJsas which were Ksatriya dynasties. They can however claim connection with 
Bharadvaja Dropa, the great epic king of Northern Pancala, who was a Brahman 
^y birth, but took the profession of the Kjatriyas. Cf- the case of the Sena kings of 
Be|«gal, who refer to themselves in their inscriptions as Brahnni'k^alriija. 


But, how did the Pallavas occupy the Kanci region which was once under the 
Nagas ? This question is difficult to answer, as we know nothing definitely about 


1 , The Puranic geneaSogy of the Pallavas, based of the name of iheir goirarsi, does not appear to have 

been imitated. See -Fleet, 6Vn., 1, ii. p. 342, nctc. “The Puranic genealogy of the Rashtraktitas makes 

its first appearance in the Sangli grant {Jnil, Anf,j Vol. XII, p. 247). The pretended historical genealogy of the 
Western Gangas may have been concocted a Htile earlier, but was more probably devised about A. D. 950 
{Jij}. Inti., Vol. Hi, p. 169). The Cola Puranic genealogy is apparently first met with in the 

{hid. Vol. XIX, p. 329) which was composed in the reign of the Eastern Chalukya king Kulcttuhga 

Choladeva I, A. D, 1063-1112. And the Puranic genealogy of the Eastern Gangas of Kalinganagara is first 
presented in a record of A. D. 1 1 18-19 (/(/., Voi, XVIH, p, 165).-— The Puranic genealogy of the Pallavas 
is the earliest such pedigree that has as yet come to light. And possibly the discovery of it in some ancient 
record set the later fashion which became so general." 

2, It may be noted that the early Gaiigu claimed to have belo^gc J to the Kanvayana gotra. Thus they 
claim connection with the famous Kanvayana royal line that succeeded the Sungas on the throne of MagaJha. We 
howsiVer do not know whether the claim can be an i.mitation, nor do we know whether the family-name (fatnjfi, 
has anything to do with the famous North Indjan river named Gahga, 
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the Pallava kings who ruled before ^ivaskandavarman, or his father whose name is. 
as yet unknown*, indeed, later Pallava inscriptions, such as the Kasakudi plates 
of Nandivarma-Pallavamalla {S. Ind. Inx., 11, p. 342), the Velurpalaiyam plates of 
Nandivarman 111 {ibid., p, 508) and the Vayalur pillar inscription of Rajasimha {Ep. 
/nd., XVlIl, p. 150), have mentioned the names of some early Pallava kings otherwise 
unknown and have traced the Pallava pedigree from Lord Brahman, through His 
descendants, Angiras, Bfhaspati, Samyu, Bharadvaja, Drorja, Asvatchaman, Pallava 
and Asoka (or Asokavarman). There can be no question about the unhistoricity of 
this part of the genealogy. It is obviously fabricated on the basis of the name of 
the gotrarsi of the Pallava family. We know that the Pallavas belonged to the 
Bharadvaja gotra which has the pravaras, Bharadvaja Ahgirasa and Baihaspatya. 
Pallava is evidently the eponym, while Asokavarman "can scarcely be considered a 
historical person, but appears to be a modification of the ancient Maurya king Asoka." 

It nriust bqjnoted that the order and from of names mentioned after ASokavarman 
in the giytRelogicaCpart of the Pallava genealogy are not uniform in the different 
inscriptions. Hultzsch therefore remarked on this part of the Kasakudi grant {S. Ind. 
Ins., 11, p. 343), "It must rather be concluded that, at the time of Nandivarman nothing 
was known of the predecessors of Siinhavishou but the names of some of them, 
and that the order of their succession and their relation to each other and to the subse- 
quent line of Sirnhavishnu, were then entirely forgotten." This part of the Pallava genea- 
logy may be compared with the mythical genealogy of the Calukyas about which Fleet 
says, "For the above account {.soil. Calukya genealogy before Pulikesin 1), a certain 
amount of foundation may be derived from the fact that from the time of Pulikesin 11 
onwards, the Western Chalukyas were constantly at war with the Pallavas, who were 
their most powerful and inveterate foes, coupled with a tradition of the later Kadambas 
that the founder oftheKadamba family was a certain Trinetra or Trilochana. Butin 
other respects, the account is a farrago of vague legends and Puranic myths of no autho- 
rity" {Bom. Gaz., 1, ii. pp 34 U2). It is therefore difficult to believe that the mythical 
portion of the Pallava genealogy is much useful for the purpose of authentic history. 
Nevertheless it is tempting to make a few suggestions. 

(i). Verse 6 of the Velurpalaiyam inscription says that Virakurca, son of Cuta- 
pallava obtained the insignia of royalty along with the hand of a Naga princess (cf. 
phanindra-sutmjo, sah = (’tcjrahid = raja-ciknani = alchilam). We have seen above that 
the Nagas were rulers of the Kafici region before the rise of the Pallavas 
in that locality ; it is therefore not impossible that Virakurca married the heiress 

1. Acccrding to Sewell (///st. Ins. S, Ind., p. 17), ‘‘Bappa", i.e. the father of Sivaskandavarman, 
was a name assumed by Jayavarman of the Kondamudi grant. This theory is untenable in view of the fact that 
Jayavarman belonged to the Brhatphalayana gotra, but the Pallavas are known to have belonged to the BhgradvZja 
gotra. See my note in Joiirn. Andh. Ilist. Res. Soc., VIII. p. 105 ; also Sue. Sal. East. Dec., p. 33n. 
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of the last Naga king of Malanga and thus became the first Pallava king of 
the district round Kanci.^ Some very late inscriptions (of about the .ilth century) 

mention a king nam ed Triloc ana as the earliest illustrious anr.esrnr of the 

Pallav asi F^Ie"l^ also cSed Trinetra, Trinayana, Mukkanti-Pallava and Mukkanti-Kadu- 
vetti (Butterworth, Nellore Insc.riptinna, 1, p. 389, 11, p. 671 ; cf. Ep. ImL. XI, p. 349). 
He is described as having, like Siva, a third eye on the forehead and is believed by some 
scholars to have been a historical person who was the founder of the Telugu-Pallavas and 
who ruled over tracts of the Telugu country {An, Rep, S. I. Ep. 1916, p. 138 ; lyenger. 
History of the Tamils, 364, 384). The historicity of tHis Trilocana-Pallava is impossible 
in view of the facts that a similar Trilocana is said to have been the progenitor of the 
Kadambas in some Kadamba inscriptions of about the same period {Ep. Cnni., Vll. Sk. 
236) and that all the early Pallava records deny the possibility of the existence of any 
such early king named T ril ocana-Pal iava. Many scholars have now discarded this 
Trilocana as purely mythical. "The name Trilocana seems to have passed from the 
Kadamba inscriptions of the west to the Pallava inscriptions of the east” (Moraes, 
Kadainbn-kiila, p. 8, note 1). 

(ii) . The name of the father of Virkorca who was possibly the first king of the 
family was Cota-pallava. May Pallava, the name of the dynasty, have anything to do- 
with the second sylable of the name of the first Pallava king’s father V 

(iii) . A successor of Virakoraca was Skanda^isya who came in conflict with a 
king named Satyasena (verse 7). Was this Satyasena in any way connected with the 
Palakkaka Ugrasena of the Allahabad pillar inscription, who possibly ruled at Palakkada 
(sometimes a seat of Pallava government) in the Nellore region ? 

(iv) . Another successor of Virakuraca was Kumaravisnu (verse 8) who is credited 
with the siezure of Kanci {yrliila-kahcinugara). Does it mean that the Pallavas first 
ruled at Malanga, the Naga capital, which possibly lay somewhere to the north of Kanci 

1. Many scholars think ihat the CutU'S^akarnis of Kuntala were Ntlgas and that the father 'iO'law of 
Pallava Viraktirca belonged to the family of these CutU'Nagas. Since we have proved Naga occupation of 
the KSfici region just before the rise of the Pallavas, the above suggestion seems to be more plausible. Mr. 
Jayaswal {Hist. Iml., p. 189) is inclined to identify the Naga relations of the Pallavas with the Bharasivas (possibly 
Nagas) of Central India. His arguments however are not convincing. 

2. I have elsewhere suggested that the names Kadamba and Pallava are possibly of totemistic origin. 
Tree'Oames like Kadamba, of tribes and families, many of which are totemistic, are quite common in India. 
When, on the other hand, we find that a sept of the Mundas is called Chirko i.e. mushroom ( Risley, Tribes and' 
(Hastes of Bengal, II, 1892, p. 103) and another is called.Sewar i.e, moss (p. lOS) and that a totemistic section of 
the Rautias is called Kharia i.e. blade of grass (p. 123), the possibility of Pallava, i.e. twig, having originally a 
totemistic significance in connection with the Pallavas may not appear altogether impossible. Risley (p. 47) mentions 
Pallab as a subcaste of the GoUlSs of Bengal. This evidently is a corrup^tion of the Sanskrit word vallabha 
meaning “cow-herd". 
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and that Kumaravisnu was the first Pal lava king to have his capital at Kanci Had the 
Colas, then, -become again master of their country and occupied the Naga territory' 
as far as the city of Kanci ? 

(v). A successor of Kumaravisnu was Euddhavarman, who is called submarine fire 
to the sea that was the Cola army (cola-sainy-ariiava-vadav-aqni). Does it signify the 
continuation of the war with the Colas, which we have supposed to have begun in the 
reign of Kumaravisnu ? 


1. If this Kiimaravi?nu is identical wiih Kum&ravisnu 1 of the Chendalur grant,- the above suggestion’ 
is improbable. Kaiict became the capital of the Pallavas long -before the time of Kumaravi|nu I. In that case 
would pos-ibly mean recovering Kanci from the temporary occupation of the Colas. • 



Ill 


DATE OF SiVASKANDAVARMAN. 

' I ‘HE Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants of Sivaskandavarman and the British 
^ Museum grant dated in the reign of king Ft;f;^r/.Skandavarman are the earliest 
available records of the Pallavas. They are written in Prakrit, while the later epigraphs 
of the early Pallavas are in Sanskrit. We have already noticed that there is a controversy 
over the date of these records and, therefore, of the Pallava rulers named 
Sivaskandavarman and Skandavarman, to whom they belong. Fleet thought that 
these kings should be placed after the Pallava king Visnugopa mentioned in the 
Allahabad pillar inscription {Bom. Qaz., I, ii, 319). According to this scholar therefore 
the two Pallava kings reigned about the last quarter of the fourth century A. D 
Prof. Dubreuil (/Ittc. Fft's. Dec., p- 70), on the other hand, assigns Sivaskandavarman, 
whom he indentifies with l't';V/.ya-Skandavarman, to about A. D. 250-275, i. e. about the. 
third quarter of the third century. It is however now generally believed that the king or 
kings mentioned in the Prakrit grants of the Pallavas ruled before the time of Visnugopa 
ruler of Kanci, mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription (Krishnasastri, Ep. Jud., 
XV, p. 243 ; Jayaswal, Hint, hid., p. 181). Here lam going to show that Sivaskanda- 
varman probably reigned in the first quarter of the fourth century and that Vijapu' 
Skandavarman of the British Museum grant was possibly a different king who seems 
to have reigned a little later than Sivaskandavarman. 

Ptolemy who wrote his Geoijiaphy about A. D. 140, mentions (Vll, i, 63 and 82) 
Tiastenes ( = Castana) ruler of Ozene (Ujjayini) and Siriptolemaios ( = siri-Pulumayi or 
"mavi) ruler of Baithana (Paithan in the Aurangabad Dist.) as his contemporaries. The 
Andau inscriptions, issued in the joint-reign of Castana and his grandson Rudradaman' 
are dated in the year 52 which must be referred to the Saka era and should correspond 
to A. D. 130 (Raychaudhuri, Pol. Hist. Anc. hid., 2nd ed., pp. 307 fif.). Castana's 
contemporary Pulumavi who has been indentified with Vasisthiputra sri Pulumavi, son 
of Gautamiputra Satakarni (ibid., p. 313), must also have ruled about the same 
time. 


According to the Mritsyri' Parana, which is the only work that gives a fuller 
list of the Satavahana kings and seems therefore to be more authentic as regards 
Satavahana chronology than the other Puranas, the following Satavahana kings ruled 
after Vasisthiputra Pulumavi (See Rapson, Gat. C. Brit. Mus., p. Ixvii). 
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t . f 

Siva^ri [Satakarni] 

7 years. 

rs 

Sivaskanda Satakarni 

7 years. 

3. 

YajnaSri Satakarpi 

29 years. ^ 

4. 

Vijaya 

6 years. 

5. 

Capda^ri [Satakarpi] 

10 years.® 

6. 

Puloma[vi] 

59 years. 

7 years.® 


66 years. 


The only inscription of Puloma or Puiumavi, the last king of the list, has been 
discovered at Myakadoni in the Bellary district J/W., XIV, p. 153). We therefore 
cannot be definite as regards his rule over the Andhrade^a proper. But the Amaravati 
inscriptions of Vasisthlputra Puiumavi and Sivamaka Sada ( = Sivaskanda Satakarni ?), the 
Chinna (Kistna Dist.) inscription of Yajna Satakarni and the tCodavali (Godavari Dist.) 
inscription of Cada Sata or Sati (Candasn or Candrasri Satakarpi) leave no doubt 
that at least the Satavahana kings of the list, who ruled before Puiumavi of the 
Myakadoni grant, were rulers of the Andhra country {A. 8. S- Vol. 1, pp. 61 and 
100; Ep. lnd.,\, p. 95 ; XVlll, p. 316). As Vasisthlputra Puiumavi son of Gautami- 
putra Satakarni is known to have ruled in the second quarter of the second century, 
it appears that the .Andhra country was under the Satavahana yoke at least up to the 
beginning of the third century A. D. 


According to Krishnasastri (fi'p. XVlll, p. 318), the second year of Cada 
Sati (Candasri or Candrasri Satakarni) is equivalent to A. D. 210. We may therefore 
arrange approximately the chronology of the above kings as follows. 


1. SivaSri Satakarni 

2. Sivaskanda Satakarpi 

3. Yaina(sri) Satakarpi 

4. Vijaya 

4. Capda(sri) Satakarni 


circa A. D. 160 — 166. 

„ •167—173. 

„ 174—202. 

„ 203—208. 

„ 209—218. 


According to the Mnt,\!j<t-Puraiia, Vasisthiputra Puiumavi ruled for Kventy-eight 


1. The real name of this king is Yajna Satakarni (see my note in J. R. A. S., July. 1934, p. 560 ; also 
Sue, sot. East. Dcr., p. 4n). The Chinna inscription is dated in his twenty-seventh year {Ep. hid., I, p. 95). 
The Puranio tradition 'ascribing a reign-period of twenty-nine years to him therefore seems to be true. 

2. The real name of the Puranic CandasrI appears to have been Canda (or Candra) Satakarni. He is 
never called Candrasri or Canda^ri in inscriptions and coins. 

3., The Myakadoni inscription t,Ep. Tnd., XIV, p. 153) of PulumSvi is dated in his eighth regnal year. He 
therefore appears to have ruled for more than seven years. 
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years. He therefore seems to have ruled from about A. D. 132 to 159.' This date, 
though approximate, corroborates the fact that Vasiithiputra sri-Pulumavi was a contem' 
porary of the Greek geographer Ptolemy who wrote his book about HO A. D. and 
of the Saka ruler Castana who is known to have reigned in A. D. 130. 

The Iksvakus who succeeded the Satavahanas in the rule of the Kistna-Guntur region 
(i. e. the Andhra country)' must therefore have risen to prominence not before the time 
of Canda(sri) Satakarni. The sovereignty of the Ikjvakus over the Andhradesa thus 
appears to have begun from about the end of the first quarter of the third century A-D. 
Vasisthiputra Carptamula I, the first known Ikwaku king, should be placed after the time 
of Canda(sri). He could not have been a feudatory of the Satavahanas, as he is said to 
be a performer of the Aiciuncdlin and I iij ipeyu sacrifices. According to the 
Sat"pifli(t~Bni/uiiiin.i(\/, 11. 13),* the performance of the Vajiipeiin bestows on the 
performer a superior kind of kingship called Sdmrsjiin, while Kieth has rightly pointed 
out that the Asvamedha "is an old and famous rite, which kings alone can bring, to 
increase their realms” (Jhd. Phil. Ved. Upani^.,p. 343). It is perfectly clear from 
statements contained in the Butidha'/ana.'Sraiitcmitrit (XV, 1), the Apastnmbn' 
arauta.svlrn (XX, i. 1, quoted in the Babdak-dpadnitii(t-PariHi>}ta, s. v.) and the 
TnitlirijjU'BrdJimaijfi. (Ill, viii, 9. 4 ; V, iv, 12. 3) that a feudatory ruler could never 
perform the Asvamedha sacrifice.' 

We do not know for how many years the Ikjvaku king Vasisthiputra CarptamOla 
i ruled over the Andhra country. It is however known from the Jaggayyapetta records 
that his son, Virapurisadata, reigned at least up to his twentieth year, while according to 

1. From a different point of view, Prof, Rapson has also come to practically the same conclusion. The 
last known date of Nahapana, the records of whose reign, according to many scholars, are dated in the 
Saka era, is §3ka‘16=124 A. D. ; his reign could not have extended much beyonJ that date. Cauiamiputra §ata< 
karni's success over Nahapana almost certainly look place in the eighteenth year of his reign (cf. Nasik lns.,Ep. Ind., 
VIll, p. 71; Karle Ins., ibid., VI h p. 64), The eighteenth year of Gautamiputra is therefore A. D. 124 or 1 24 + 35. 
Gautamiputra Satakarni thus seems to have ascended the throne in A. D. 106 or l06 + r. The latest inscriptional 
date of this king is year 24, which would correspond to A D. 130 or J30 + ar. His son Vasisthiputra Pulumavi 
appears to have lost much of his territories to the §aka ruler Rudradaman before Pulumavi's 19th regnal year and 
before §aka 32 (A.D. 130), which is the date of Rudradaman's Junagadh inscription. According to Rapson therefore 
the accession of Vasisthiputra Pulumavi took place in about A. D, (150 — 19 = ) 131. See Rapson, up. pp. xxvi 
— ii, XXX, xxxvUviii. The chronology we have proposed here would place Vasisthiputra Pulumavi approximately 
in A. D. 132*'159 and Gautamiputra Sltakar.d, who seems to have ruled for about 24 years, in A. D. lO/^ni. 

2. The Iksvaku records have been discovered at Jaggayyapetta in the Nandigram taluka of the 
Kistna District {Ind, XI, p. 257) and at Nagarjunikonda in the Palnad taluka of the Guntur District {Kp. 
Ind., XX, p. 1). 

3. Cf. raja veU rnja!svyf‘n=ps1va- hhami-ii sa$m'dfj^vfljapeyf!n = rvvara))i hi rajyanj, paranj 
sumrajyam ; Imnayeta vai ruju santrud=^b/iaviinm, etc. 

4. See Kieth, B/flf/i pp. exxii-iv ; and my note in Ind. I, p. 31 1 ; also Sue. Siit, East. 

Dec.f pp. 107 ff. See moreover the Appendix below, pp. 20 ff., where the whole question has been 
discussed. 
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the Kottampalugu record, Ehuvula Camtamula II, successor of Virapurisadata and the 
last known king of the dynasty, ruled at least up to his eleventh year. It is therefore 
reasonable to suppose that these three Ikjvaku kings together ruled for about more than 
half a century. The end of the reign of Camtamula 11 thus appears to have fallen in the 
fourth quarter of the third century A. D. 

According to the evidence of the Mayidavolu grant, dated in the reign of 
Sivaskandavarman's father, the Andhrapatha (i. e. the Andhra country) with its 
headquarters at Dhamnakada(Dhanyakataka) passed from the Iksvakus to the possession of 
the Pallavas. Pallava Sivaskandavarman, who was like Carntamula I a performer of the 
great Vajapeya and Aavamedha sacrifices, was preceded in the suzerainty of the 
Andhrapatha at least hy his father who must have ruled the country after Ehuvula 
Carntamula II. Sivaskandavarman therefore can hardly be placed earlier than A. D. 300. 
This view, moreover, can be confirmed by an altogether different line of argument. 

There is a great linguistic difference between the grants of Pallava Sivaskandavarman 
and the records of the Iksvaku kings. Like the Satavahana grants and all other early 
Prakrit inscriptions, the Iksvaku records found at Jaggayyapetta and Nagarjunikonda 
express double-consonants by single letters. The Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants 
of Sivaskandavarman, on the other hand, express them, in many cases, by two letters. 
Though the grants of Sivaskandavarman are in Prakrit, the legend on the seals of both 
the grants are written in Sanskrit. The Hirahadagalli grant, moreover, ends in a 
iiiaiiijnla which is also written in Sanskrit. This linguistic difference between the 
epigraphs of the known Iksvaku kings and those of Sivaskandavarman (one of whose 
grants is dated in the reign of his father) clearly points to the fact that there was an 
interval between the reign of the former and that of the latter. Consequently, Siva- 
skandavarman could not have ruled much earlier than the beginning of the fourth 
century A. D. He cannot however be placed later than Kunceijakn Visnugopa who 
came in conflict with Samudragupta about the middle of that century. We have 
elsewhere shown that Pallava Sivaskandavarman ruled earlier than Salankayana Deva- 
varman who was a predecessor of Salankayana Hastivarman, the Vitihgeyaka 
contemporary of Samudragupta {see ]ml. Cult., I, pp 498 ff ; also Ind. Hist. Quart., 
IX, p. 212 and -Journ. Ind. Hist., Xlll, p. 37). He therefore appears to have reigned 
about the first quarter of the fourth century. 

We have elsewere shown that the word vijayn, in nam.es like Vijaya-Skanda- 
varman, is not an integral part of the name, but is a simple honorific.^ The name of 
the Pallava king mentioned in the British Museum grant therefore is Skandavarman- 
Some scholars think that the word iica in the name Siva-Skandavarman, is also an 
honorific like vijnyn in the other names and that the Pallava prince stttrt'Skandavarman 
of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants is identical with king jvjf/t/a-Skandavarman of 


1. Ind, Hist. Quart , iX, p- 2(i8 ; also Sur. Sut. East. Dec., po. 54-53. 



EARLY PALLAVAS 


19 


the British M jseum grant. The absence or any ki.ng named Sivaskandavarman and the 
existence of many Skandavarmans in the crad;aonai list cf early Pal'ava fings, and also 
the use of the word in the Kadamba inscriptions, as an honorific in names like 
OTyay«-.5/t;3-MSndhltrvar.min, rij .•y.t'.s'ivt'Mrgejavar.'nan and (■i7i'A('.s!'i*«'Kr>navarman 
(II), are taken to be proofs in support of this theory, it must however be noticed chat 
there is not even a single instance where the word .sirn is singly used as an honorific. 
It may be argued that siva in the names of Sivaskandavarman of the Banavasi ins- 
cription (Liiders, List, no. I !24'> and Sivaskandavarman o: the Malavalli inscription 
(iind., no 1196) is only an honorific compounded with the names. These persons 
belonged to royal families. But Sivaskandagucta is the nam.e of an ordinary person in 
the Karle inscription no. 19 no. 1 105) and Sivaskandila (Sivaskandanaga ?) is that 
of an ordinary officer in a Nasik inscription of Pulumavi (ihi-l.. no. 1124). Since 
honorifics are not known to have been used by ordinary persons, it is clear that 
Sivaskandavarman was certainly not an improper name in ancient India. The name 
of Sivaskanda Satakarrji in the Puranic list of the And.nra (Satavahanai kings, where no 
other king's name is mentioned with an honorific, is also in support of this suggestion. 
Since the traditional list of early Pallava kings is of very doubtful authority, we can 
hardly make out anything from the non-mention of Sivaskandavarman in it. The 
identification of Sivaskandavarman of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalii grants with 
Skandavarman of the British Museum grant is therefore extremely doubtful. 

As the British Mueum grant is also written in Prakrit, a linguistic consideration may 
be useful in ascertaining its date. This grant expresses double-consonants, in all cases, by 
two letters, and generally follows the spelling accepted in literary Prakrit. It has m.oreover 
the umal imprecatory verses in Sanskrit. There can therefore be hardly any doubt that 
the British Museum grant is later than the grants ct Sivaskandavarman. Skandavanr.an 
seems to have been a successor ^immediate successor ?) of Sivaskandavarman- 

Such linguistic considerations have led us to believe that the Pallava kings of tne Piakrit 
record', Salaiikayana Devavarman of the Eilore grant, Kadamba MayOrasarman oi^ ihe 
Chandravalli inscription ( .4. 2?.. Mi/s. Arc. Sure.. 1929, p. 50 i. the Kadamba king of re 
Malavalli record (E/k Cam.. VII. Sk. no. 264). Vi.nhukada ktakarni of another Malavalli 
record (ib.,no. 263)^ and Brhatphaiayana Jayavarman or tne Kondamudi grant 
be placed roughly betwee.n about the beginning and the middle or tne founh century. 

1. Lingiustis consideration seems to suggest that the Banavasi inscription Jut.. XiV, p. 33 i) 

belonged to an earlier Vi.nhukada 5itakar'."i. ^ ^ 

2. The citF.rence in the palaeography between the Kondamudi plates and the seal attached tc tne.m may .« 

taken to suggest that Jayavarman ruled a little earlier tnan the time suggested by the linguistic -tan..aro 

Kondamudi grant. The legend on the seal is however in Sanskrit ; it therefore cannot be much earlier than ifJO A.U. 

3. My paper on the Date of Pa/faro was first publUheo m Ju«r». J» l. Htst-. 

x/i/.jpp. 297 ff ; the question was previously aiscussed in my paper, Date of ttSlaiihiyana Da airarmaH, m 
Ind, Cult., I, pp.:498 if. see also Sue. Sat. East. Dec., p 74 n. 



APPENDIX 


IMPORTANCE OF THE ASVAMEDHA 

IN a note in Ind. Cult., I, pp. 1 14--115, it has been suggested that since Madhavavap 
man 1 Visnukundin and Pravarasena I Vakataka have been called simply Maharaja 
( not Maharajadhiraja ) in the inscriptions, they are to be taken as petty feudatory 
chiefs even though they performed the Asvamedha. In support of this theory. Prof. 
D. R. Bhandarkar says that "even a feudatory chieftain can perform a Horse-sacrifice” 
(ibid., p. 115) and that the Asvamedha "may or may not be preceded by a dig-vijaya" 
(p. 1 16). These theories however are not only against the evidence of the Sruti literature, 
but also go against the evidence of the inscriptions of these kings. 

In inscriptions, Pravarasena 1 has been called samrut which never signifies a 
subordinate chieftain (cf. aumrutljo] vakat'ikanain mnharajaAri'Pravnrasenasijn 
etc. in the Balaghat plates, El>- hid., IX, p. 270, 1.4 ; also the Chammak plates. Cor}). 
Inn. Ind., Ill, p. 235)^ That Madhavavarman 1 was not incapable of dig'Vijaya 
is proved by a reference to his expedition for conquering the eastern countries in the 
Polamuru grant (Jnurn. A. Hist. Bes. Soc., VI, p. 17). MaharUjudhirdja, based on 
rujadrSj'i etc. of the Scytho-Kujanas was in early times not very often used in South 
India. The Kadamba king Kr^pavarman 1 who performed the Asvamedha sacrifice 
ruled over the Kuntala country about the end of the 5th century A. D. In inscriptions, 
he is symply styled Dharma-il/(//(ttre/j« — not Dh&rma.- Mal.drujdd In raja like Pal lava 
Sivaskandavarman and others. The Devagiri grant {hid. Ant., VII, p. 34) however 
calls him f'k'utdpatrn, "possessor of the sole umbrella”, which, as scholars have 
suggested (Moraes, Kadixinbnkida, p. 39n), "is indicative of universal sovereignty". The 
Birur gr^nt {Ep. Cam., VI, p- 91) moreover calls him dnkiii.idpatha-vasumuii-vasnpaH, 
"lord of the riches of the land of Daksinapatha", which "clearly shows that Krsnavarman 
I claimed a sort of suzerainty over the whole of the Deccan". See my paper on Kadamba 
K-Ysmvarman I in An. Bliaiid. Or. Res. Inst., XVI, pp. 160 ff. 


1. A critic of my vi'Wi has tried to explain the passage sciinrat{io) vCdcalakaniiiii as “mere overlord 
of the Vakitajsis" {Ind. Cult., I, p. 705). There is however a number of instances (e.g. in the eady Pallava 
and Kadamba grants ) which prove beyond doubt that vakiifalMnaiii here means "of (i.e. belonging to) the 
Vakitaka family." Another critic takes (ibid., II, pp. 54'55) samrCit-vukfitalcibMm to be one word in compo- 
sition and points out that the passage has been used only in connection with the name of Pravarasena I which fact-, , 
he thinks, shows that the Vakatakas lost their original imperial position after the time of that king. This inter- 
pretation however suoports our view that Pravarasena I Vakataka was a samrat.. The Dudia plates {Ep. Ind., Ill, 
p. 260 & n. 7). it should be noted, read samrulalf which, according to Kielhorn, ia apparently a mistake for 

samraicd/. 
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Keith has pointed out that the Asvamedha “is an old and famous rite, which kings 
alone can bring, to increase their realms" {Rel. Phil. ^ed. Upniii?.. p. 343). The 
Baudhaijana Iraida Srdra (XV, 1) says that a king victorious and of all the land should 
perform this sacrifice. According to the TrutHyhja Br. (Ill, 8, 9. 4), "he is poured aside 
who being weak offers the Asvamedha", and again (V, 4. 1 2.3 J, "it is essentially, like 
the fire offering, an ut.'iunua-i/aj/la, a sacrifice of great extent and elaboration". See 
Keith, Black Yajun, pp. cxxxii-iv- According to ths Apasilaiuba Sraida S. (XX, 1.1 )L 
a universal {sdrvahhaumt) king can perform the Asvamedha, but not = an 
un'universal {a.'iurvabhainnti) king. It is clear from these statements that a subordinate 
ruler could never celebrate the As'vamedha. ■ A performer of the Asvamedha may not 
have been a ruler of the earth from the North Pole to the South Pole or of India from 
the Himalaya to the Kumarika ; but he must have been an independent ruler of a 
considerable portion of India. 

An essential feature of the Asvemedha, besides the actual slaying of the horse, is 
that about the completion of the performance, at the bidding of the Adhvaryu "a lute- 
player, a Rajanya, sings to the lute three Gathas, verses, made by himself which refer to 
victoiiKS in battle connected loith the sacrifice "(Keith, Rel. Phil. Ved- Uixinh. 
p. 344). Further, "As revealed in the later texts, the sacrifice is essentially one of princely 
greatness. The steed for a year roams under guardianship of a hundred princes, a 
hundred nobles with swords, a hundred sons of heralds and charioteers bearing quivers 
and arrows, and a hundred sons of attendants and charioteers bearing staves" {Bat. Br-, 
XIII, 4. 2. 5; Dauclh. i§r, S., XV, 1 ). See Black Yajus, \oc. c\t. To manage these 
requirements is simply impossible for a subordinate chief. 

Moreover, that the progress of the Asvamedha was sometimes impeded when 
other kings challenged one’s authority to perform the sacrifice, is not only pioved from 
the early cases referred to in Br. (XIII, 5. 3. 21-22) and Mnlniblni. fXlV, 74-84;, 
but is also proved by a tradition recorded in such a late work as Kalidasa's Mahivk' 
uiinimitra (Act'd). It is stated that Pusyamitra Suiiga's sacrificial horse was let loose to 
roam for a year at its own will under the guardianship of his grandson Vasumitra who 
was attended by a hundred princes and brought the horse back after defeating the 
Yavanas as the horse perchance reached the southern bank of the Sindhu and was 
captured by the Yavana horsemen. That the Asvamedha could not be performed 
without some sort of diu-vijaua is further conclusively proved by an eighth century 

1. See liohdakalpadmina-ijari^i.-tla (Hitabadi Offi:?, Calcutta), s. v. Ah-amcdha. 

2. In place of w = tipi there i: an alternate reading apt, wnich ii a later interpolation according to Keith 
( Black Yajus, p. cxxxii ). The interpolation seems to show that asCirmhliimina ( = not master of all the land) 
kings could, also perform the Asvamedha. The word asiirvabhnumn however never means a feudatory. The 
alternate reading only shows that in later times kings who wore powerful but who did not claim to be ruler of. the 
earth (i. e. the major portion of the country) did also perform the Asvamedha. It must however be noticed. that 
the alternate reading goes against all the old texts quoted above. 
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inscription of the Pallavas. The Udayendiram grant no. 2 (ind. Ant., VIII, p. 273) 
records that Udayacandra, general of Nandivarma-Pallavamalla defeated the Nijada king 
Prthivivyaghra who was nccowpanying the ASvamedha-turahgoma i. e. horse let loose 
in connection with a horse-sacrifice. This instance proves beyond doubt that the essential 
features of the A^vamedha hardly changed even as late as the 8th century A- D. The 
famous poet Bhavabhuti who flourished in the same century also recognises the above 
characteristic when he refers to the sacrifice as asvanierl ha iti vi^vajaijinaiii ksatriydndm 
= nrjasvaluh sarun'kjatriijn-purihhavi mu ha7i = utkarsi'ni^karsuj} iUttaracai'ila, 
Act iv).i 

Prof. Bhandarkar thinks (/«d. Cult.,\,p. 1 1 6) that the number of performance of 
the Asvamedha could be increased by simply multiplying the amount of dak?ina payable 
to the Brahmanas. This view is however based on a wrong interpretation of the follow' 
ing verse of the Mahabha. (XIV, 88. 1 4) ; 

evam = atra maharaja daksinam tri-gunam kuru | 
triti:ni!i vrajutu te rajah brahmana hy==atra karanam II 

The verse obviously implies that, according to a Brahmanical theory, the merit 
accruing from the celebration of the Asvamedha and not the Asvamedha itself could 
be tripled if the performer offered three'fold dakpi^a to the Brahmanas.® 

In .hid. Cult, II, pp. 140' 141, Mr. J. C. Ghosh has quoted the Hurivani&a to 
show that feudatory rulers could also perform the Asvamedha. Vasudeva, father of 
Krjoa, lived in Gokula on Mount Govardhana in the vicinity of Mathura ; he 
was engaged in cattlc'rearing and was a kara-dayaka to Karrisa, the king of 
Mathura {H irivainsn, LVI, II 62-6 1 ). After the fall of Kamsa, the family of 
Vasudeva removed to Dvaraka. In Krsna's conversation with Indra there is an incidental 
reference which says that while in Dvaraka Vasudeva performed an Asvamedha (ibid., 
CL, 8574).''’' It will be seen that Mr. Ghosh's contention is clearly beside the mark. The 
question at issue is whether Vasudeva was a feudatory of the Mathura kings nt the time 
of cdi'brntiiKj the sacrifice after he wts established in Dvaraka. There is absolutely no 
proof to show that he was. We do not know whether the Dvaraka region ever submit- 
ted to the kings of Mathura. It must also be noted that the evidence of traditions recor' 
ded in works like the HarivaniM should always be taken with a grain of salt. Harivarrisa 
is obviously written for the exaltation and glorification of the family {vmn&a) of Hari 

1. 1 am indebted for this and for some other references to D.'. H. C. Raychaudhuri. That the Asvamedha 
did not lose its original and essential significance in later times is also proved by the Vaidyanath Temple inscription 
which refers to Adityasena as kastd saniudr-dntar=vasun(lltardyilya<i=<ilii!amedh=adya-mahakrdttlnu,n}. 

2. Another supporter of Prof. Bhandarkar's theory says ( Ind. Gulf., I, p. 637 n), “The Asvamedha 
certainly had a great imperial significance in the old days. But in the period under review it must have lost that 
importance. Otherwise it would not have been repeated so often.'' It may however be pointed out that the 
Afvamedha is known to"have been repeated" many times even "in the old days.” cf . e. g. Bharata Dau;yantl's 1 33 
, Asvamedhas in Sat. Br , XIU, 3.5.11 ; also Jottrn. Jnd. Hist., XUI, p, 40 and Sue, Sat. East. Dee, p 109. 

3. Bangabasi Ed., Vi;nuparva, 91, 24. 
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(i.e. Krsna-Vasudeva) and like similar treatises in honour of other religious heroes is not 
free from extravaganzas incident to a pronounced theological bias. The critical historian 
can hardly hope for sober history in such texts. On the contrary the probability is that 
the parent of the hero of the tale has been given more than his due. In the Naw Testa- 
ment the saviour of the Christians is described as the son not of a mortal man but of God, 
and in the Sauiularniiandn (11, vv. 32, 39 etc.) etc. glories of the mightiest rulers are 
put on the head of a petty Sakya chief named Suddhodana. 

Mr. Ghosh moreover does not appear to take the evidence of the Hurivinnsu as a 
whole. While describing the Asvamedha that was attemped by Janamejaya, Hnrivaiiiki 
itself (Bangabasi Ed., Bhavisyaparva, II) makes it clear that the horse-sacrifice could not be 
celebrated by a petty chief. When the Sarpa-yajuii was finished, Janamejaya collec- 
ted materials for the celebration of an Asvamedha. Then he invited the rtriks, pnrohi- 
tus and acunjiis and said, "I am desirous of celebrating a horse-sacrifice. Do ye dedi- 
cate the horse” (verses 5 &■ 6).”^ Knowing however that the king’s sacrifice would not be 
succes-ful, the omniscient Vyasa warned him not ^ begin the Aivamedha. The sage 
said, "The Sruti lays down that the Ksatriyas should celebrate the A&vaiiieiilin the. fore- 
most of sacrifices. On account of the greatness of it. Vasava ivi.ll viohile your sacri- 
fice (verse 28}.' "O slayer of enemies,” the sage added,''as long as the world will last, the 
K'a'riyas will not be able to collect materials for your horse-sacrifice” (v. 35).“ The 
king became very sad and said,” "Console me by saying that the Asvamedha will again be 
undertaken by kings” (v. 58). To this Vyasa replied, "As energy counteracted by another 
lives in it, so (the knowledge of) the Asvamedha, although stopped, will exist in the gods 
and Brahmanas. There will be one Senani,® an Andbhijja, a Dt ija and a descendant of 
Kaiyapa, who will revive the Asvamedha in the Kali age Iv. 39-40).'' Could this great 
sacrifice, of which the Hariranisu speaks in so high terms, be performed by a petty 
feudatory chief ? 

1. Yaknjc’ham vti-iimedhena Iiayaiii —ttlsrji/alrun =iii. 

2. AScamedhah l;ratuirc.<thuli h.^atriyanritii imrisrufalj. Irna bimrenn te yijTiuiii vusnen 
dhar.^ayi.^yati. 

That the Asvamedha could be performed only by the great kings is also proved by the fact that Vasava 
( = Indra)i3 always represented as jealous of its performance. The //ruVrtiHl.'ra describes how he endeavoured 
to spoil the Asvamedha of Janamejaya (Bhavisyaparva, 5). Note also what Visvavasu says to the king, "O 
king, thou hast celebrated three hundred sacrifices ; Vasava therefore cannot forgive thee any longer" {Iri-yaiTia- 
hata-yajeunani msavas = tvuin tia mrsyale. ibid., S. 21). In this connection note what Prof. Bhandarkar 
himself says in another occasion (iC. 7., XIX, App., p. 2, n. 5), "As Indra is represented as being suspicious of 
Govinda Gupta's power, the latter seems to have been a supreme ruler." 

3. Teayd vrttani l;ratuTi = c=^aira m/imeilliaiii parantajm. k.iatriyd n=rthari.yanli yarrid = 
bimmir = dhari <yati. 

4. Yady = asti punar = ac)dt!r=yajTtasy=riirusayasru mnnj. 

5. The reference IS possibly to Pusyamitra Sunga. 

6. XTpdiia-yajT.o dece.pi braltmaijes=tipapatsyafc, tejw<ri vyrihidani lejus = trjasy — ei —rn(tli.tliate 
audbhtjju bhmild ka's = cit semni kukyapo dvijatj. akcamedlmiu kaliyuye punnli praty!ihni i.<yati. 
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EARLY PALLAVA GENEALOGY FORM INSCRIPTIONS 
OF THE NELLORE-GUNTUR REGION. 

S OME Sanskrit records of the Early Pallavas have been found in the Nellore 
and Guntur districts, which at one time formed the Northern part of the kingdom of 
Kanci. The Pallava genealogy constructed from these records cannot be quite easily 
and satisfactorily assimilated into the traditional list of early Pallava kings found in 
later records. The Pallava kings mentioned in these northern inscriptions, moreover, 
can scarcely be identified without difficulty with the Pallava princes mentioned in the 
inscriptions of the rulers of Kanci. It is therefore convenient to discuss the Early Pallavas 
of the northern records separately. 

The Omgodu grant, no. 1 (E'p. Jnd., XV, 246), issued from the sthuna or city of 
Tambrapa in the 33rd year of king Skandavarman, furnishes us with the following 
list of kings : 

1 . Maharaja Kumaravisqu ; his son 

2. Maharaja Skandavarman (1) ; his son 

3. Viravarman ; his son 

4. Maharaja .srrt;?y«!/«'Skandavarman (11). 

Next we come to the Uruvupalli grant (/«</. Ant., V, p. 50) of prince VisnU' 
gopavarman, issued from the athdun of Palakkada, in the llth year of Maharaja 
Simhavarman. Here we get the following names : 

1 . Maharaja Skandavarman (I) ; his son 

2. Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

3. Maharaja Skandavarman (11) ; his son 

4. Yuvamaharaja Visnugopavarman. 

There can be no doubt that prince Visnugopavarman, issuer of the Uruvupalli 
grant, was the son of king Skandavarman 11 who issued the Omgodu grant no. 
1. There is however difference of opinion as regards the identification of king 
Sirnhavarman in whose reign the grant of the prince was issued. According to 
to Fleet, Maharaja Simhavarman was possibly an elder brother of the Yuvamaharaja 
Visnugopa. According to Hultzsch however king Simhavarman of the Uruvupalli 
grant is the same as Visnugopa’s son Simhavarman who issued the Omgodu (no. 2), 
Pikira and Mangalur grants. "The term Yuimnija or Ynvamaharajd which is prefixed 
to Visnugopa not only in his Uruvupalli grant, but in the two grants of his sen 
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Simhavarman, suggests that he never ascended the throne, but' that the succession passed 
from his father Skandavarman [I to his son Siirihavarman. The .reason of this need 
not have been premature death. If it is assumed that Visnuj^gopa declined to take up 
the reins of government or was prevented from doing so by some other reason unknown 
he may well have been alive during the reign of his son Simhavarman to whose eleventh 
year 1 would assign — laijhnvril as an Indian philosopher will say — the Uruvupalli grant” 
lEp. lad., VIII. pp. 160-16). 

Three inscriptions of Visnugopa's son Sitnhavarman have as yet been discovered. 
They are the Omgodu (no. 2) grant issued in his fourth year from a vijai/a-sIcaiidhS- 
•vara {Ep. lad., XV. 246), the Pikira grant issued in his fifth year from the vijaipi- 
of the Mematura-vasaka (/i/V/.. VIII, pp. 159 If.) and the Mangalur grant 
issued in his eighth year from Dasanapura (Ind. Ant., V, 154). They give us the 
following genealogical list : 

1. Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

2. Maharaja Skandavarman (II) ; his son 

3. Yuvamaharaja Visnugopa ; his son 

4. Dharma-maharaja* Simhavarman 

Next we come to the fragmentary Darsi record ( Ep. lad. I, p. 397). The only 
information we get from this inscription is that it was issued from the a-l luKilwti, in {zily) 
of Dasanapura by the great-grandson of a Pallava king named Virakorcavarman. The 
form virakorca (cf. Virakorcavarman of later grants) shows considerable Prakrit influence 
which proves that the grant belongs to the period immediately following the age of the 
Prakrit grants. We have already noticed that the Prakrit records of the Pallavas are 
not written in the early inscriptional Prakrit and that they have in them passages and 
verses couched in Sanskrit. It must also be noticed that the Omgodu grant (no, 1) of 
king Skandavarman II is dated in his 33rd regnal year, <>a the Idlh tithi uf the. third 
fortnUjIit of Heaitiata. This is an old form of dating used in almost all Prakrit ins- 
criptions. Like the Dars; grant, therefore, the Omgodu grant (no. 1 ) also seems to have 
belonged to the same period, i. e. the early Sanskrit period. Sanskrit grants showing 
considerable Prakrit influence appear to me not much later than the beginning of the 
fifth century A. D. They may be roughly placed between the middle of the fourth and 
the beginning of the fifth century.' 

1. Other South Indian kings (e. g. the Kadaiiiba kings Mrgcsavarman and Rivivariiian) aUo used the 
title Dhannainaharaja. According to Fleet (Binn. I, ii. p. 288, note 5), the title m;ans "a .V/7/«7rrtyV« 

by, or in respect of, religion/^ and may be rendered by "a pious or riteous tihtharCijti ’ ; but what it actually 
denotes is "a Mdhiirtija who, at the particular time of the record, was engaged in an act of religion {dharnto,).” 
Some kings are called Dhannamaliurajuflkiruja. Cf. Pallava Sivaskandavarrrian ; Gahga Nitimarga-Kofigunivarma. 
Permanadi and his successors {op. cit., p. 303, note 3). The epithet DUa.raai-'iiKihdi'Cijtt, as Dr. Raychaudhuri 
suggests to me, seems to have been connected with the peculiar boast of these kings to be Kol itjUija~do^~ 
avasamia-dharm-odd}tarat.ia-mtya-simnaddha. 

2. For two such dates expressed in the old fashion in the Kadamba grants, see hHoiv,. 

4 
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It is possible that the great-grandson of Virakorcavarman, who issued the Darsi 
grant, was a predecessor of king Skandavarman II. Consequently, Virakorcavarman, 
great-grandfather of the issuer of the Darsi grant, was probably a predecessor of Kumara- 
visnu, great-grandfather of the issuer of the Omgodu grant (no. 1). 

We have now to consider the seventh and last of the Sanskrit grants so far 
discovered in the Nellore-Guntur region. It is the Na.rasaopet record (commonly called 
the Chura grant), issued from the camp at Palotkata ( = Palakkada) during the reign of 
vijaya-Vistjugopavarman (II), son of Simhavarman, grandson of Mdhdiaja Visnugopa- 
varman (I) and great-grandson of Kandavarman (i. e. Skandavarman). See An. Rep. 
S. Ind. Ep. 1914, pp. 10 dr 82. The grant is not dated ; its language is Sanskrit 
and the alphabet use j is Telugu. It registers the king's grant of the village of Cura in 
the Karmarastra to a Brahman named Casami^arman who belonged to the KaSyapa 
gotra and was an inhabitant of Kundur. * 

The fact that the first three names of the Narasaopet list viz. (I) Kandavarman 
(i. e. Skandavarman), (2) Visnugopavarman (I) and (3) Sirphavarman, are found 
exactly in the same order in the Omgodu (no. 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants of Sirpha- 
varman makes it almost certain that Vijpugopavarman 11 of the Narasaopet grant was a 
son and suscessor of the issuer of the above three grants. Two points however have 
been advanced fihid-, p. 82) against the possibility of this identification. First, it has 
been said that the characters in which the Narasaopet record is engraved are compara- 
tively more modern than those used in the grants of Sirphavarman. Secondly, it is 
argued that in the Uruvupalli, Omgodu (no 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants, the son 
of Skandavarman and father of Sirphavarman has been mentioned as a Yuvaraja or Yuva- 
maharaja, while in the Narasaopet grant Vistiugopavarman 1 is called Mahuraja. It has 
therefore been observed that Visnugopavarman II of the Narasaopet grant "must be a 
later king and very probably one of the missing group immediatly preceding the line of 
Sirphavarman and Sirphavisnu whose history is pretty certain" {loc. cif.). The grant 
has been assigned to the beginning of the 7th century A. D. 

In connection with the first point however we should notice the fact that the 
characters used in the Omgodu grant (no. 2) of Sirphavarman, son of Visnugopavarman 
(1), are remarkably similar to those of the Narasaopet grant of Visriugopavarman II. 
Krishnasastri therfore thought that the Omgodu grant (no. 2) "must have been a copy 
of a grant of the 5th-6th century A. D., put into writing in the Trh century, though no 
direct evidence, external or internal, is to be found on this point from the wording of 
the grant itself. The numerous mistakes made by the engraver may possibly point to 
this conclusion" (Ep. Ind., XV, p. 252). If the Omgodu grant (no. 2) is believed to 
have been an early record copied about the beginning of the 7th century A. D., what 

1. The same as the native village of Sive^man, recioient of the Polamutu grant of Vi§nukun^in 
Midhavavarman I. See Ind. Hist. Quarl., IX, p. 959 and Sue. Sat. East. Dec., p. 93. 
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is the objection if we think that the Narasaopet grant was also an early inscription 
likewise copied about the same time ? 

As for the second point, it may be said that the epithet Maharaja applied to 
Vispugopavarman 1 in the Narasaophet grant, which should properly be Yuvamaharaja 
is a mistake due to the engraver’s inattention. The possibility of such a mistake becomes 
greater, if we believe that the Narasaopet record is an early grant copied years after, like 
the Omgodu grant no. 2, about the beginning of the 7th century A. D. 

From the seven Sanskrit copper-plate grants, therefore, the following genealogical 
list of the Early Pallava kings may be prepared : 

1 . Maharaja Virakorcavarman (Darsi grant) ; his successor 

2. Maharaia Kumaravisnu ; his son 

3. Maharaja Skandavarman (1) ; his son 

4- Maharaja Viravarman ; his son 

5. Maharaja Skandavarman (11) ; issued the Omgodu grant no. 1 in his 
33rd year ; his son 

5A. Maharaja Sirnhavarman (1 ?) ; he is according to Fleet the Pallava king referred 
to in the Uruvupalli grant ; his existence however is doubtful ; 

5B. Yuvamaharaja Vijnugopavarman (1) ; issued the Uruvupali grant ; did not 
rule as Maharaja ; seems to have been wrongly called Maharaja in the Narasaopet grant : 
his son 

6. Maharaja Sirnhavarman (11 ?) ; issued the Omgodu no. 2, Pikira and 
Mangalur grants respectively in his 4th, 5th and 8th years ; his son 

7. Maharaja Vispugopavarman (11) ; issued the Narasaopet grant. 



V. 


GENEALOGy AND CHRONOLOGy OF THE EARiy PALLAVAS 

OF KANCI. 

■yY/E do not know whether the Pallava kings discussed in the last section ruled over 
the whole of the kingdom of Kanci. It is however probable that some one of the 
princes of the Pallava house of Kanci, who was originally made a viceroy of the northern 
part of the Pallava kingdom by the king of Kanci, carved out a separate principality in 
that part, independent of his overlord. If this suggestion is to be believed, the kings of the 
main line of the Pallavas appear to have been ruling at Kanci side by side with the branch 
line that was ruling in the northern part of the old kingdom of Kanci. Here we shall 
try to see what we know about the history of Kanci after the time of the Pallava kings of 
the Prakrit grants. 

We have seen that Kanci was under a Pallava king about the fourth quarter of the 
third century A. D. That king was succeeded by his son Sivaskandavarman who ruled 
about the first quarter of the fourth century A. D. He was possibly succeeded by a king 
named Skandavarman. In the British Museum grant of the time of this king, there is 
mention of the Pallava Yuvamaharaja Buddhavarman and of the Yuvamaharaja's son 
whose name has been doubtfully read as Buddhyaiikura. It is not known whether 
this crown-prince Buddhavarman and his son ever ascended the Pallava throne of Kanci. 

In an attempt to fix the date of the early Pallava kings of Kanci, we are fortunate to 
have at least three points whereon we can stand with confidence. 

(i) The first of these points is supplied by the Jain work, (i2ep. 

Mils. A'ch. Dep; 1909 6- 1910), where the precise date of the completion of the work 
is given as the 22nd year of Sirnhavarman, lord of the Pallavas, and as 80 beyond 300 
years of the Saka era. The 22nd year of a Pallava king named Sirnhavarman therefore 
comes to be equivalent to Saka 380, i.e. A. D. ■458. According to S. Jha the date given in 
the Lokavih hufja corresponds to the 1st of March, 458 ; but according to Fleet to the 
25th of August, 458. Any way, the 22nd year of the Pallava king Sirnhavarman 
corresponds to A. D. 458- He therefore began to reign in (458 — 22 = )A. D. 436 
{Ep. hid., XIV. p. 334). 

(ii) The second point of importance is furnished by the Penukonda plates of the 
Ganga king Madhava {ibid., 33 Iff.) which, according to Fleet, are to be assigned, on 
palaeographical grounds, to about A. D. 475. It may be noticed here that the characters 
of this epigraph are remarkably similar to that of the epigraphs of the Salankayana king 
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Nandivarman il (e.g. the Peddavegi grant ; Joiirn. Andli. Hist. Bes. Soc., I. 92[if) whom 
! have placed about the middle of the fifth century A. D. Hist. Quart., IX, 208ff 
and Sue. Sut. East. Dec., p. 62.). 1 he Penukonda grant was issued by the Gaiiga king 

Madhava-Sirrihavarman, son of Ayyavarman, grandson of Madhava and great grandson of 
Kohkariivarman. But the greatest point of historical importance in this inscription is that it 
tells us of Madhava-Simhavarman being installed on the throne by the Pallava king 
Skandavarman and of his father Ayyavarman being installed by the Pallava king 
Simhavarman. We have seen that Fleet ascribes the Penukonda plates to circa 475 
A.D. ; it is therefore almost certain that the Pallava king Simhavarman who installed 
Ayyavarman, father of the Gafiga king Madhava^Simhavarman of the Penukonda plates, 
is identical with the Pallava king Sirnhavarman who, according to the LokambhUiju,, 
began to rule in A. D. 436. 

(iii) The third point of importance is supplied by the Allahabad pillar inscription 
of Samudragupta, which refers to the Gupta king’s conflict with a certain Knuecuaka 
Visnugepa. This "Vispugopa of Kanci” has been taken by all scholars to have belonged 
to the family of the Pallavas. Samudragupta is believed to have reigned from circa 330 to 
375 A.D. This dating appears possible from the facts that his father Candragupta I began 
to rule in A. D. 320’ and that the earliest date of his son Gandragupta 11, according to the 
Mathura inscription (Ep. Iiu/-, XXI, Iff), is (Gupta 61 + 320 = ) 381 A. D. Since it is 
proved from the Prakrit records that the Pallavas were master of the kingdom of Kanci 
during the first half of the fourth century A. D., it is almost certain that the Kiiiiccijaka, 
Vispugopa of the Allahabad pillar inscription was a Pallava king who ruled in the 
middle of that century which is the time of Samudragupta’s South Indian campaign. 

Let us now see whether these three Pallava kings — Sirnhavarman, Skandavarman 
and Vispugopa, whose date is fairly correct— can be found in the epigraphs of the 
Pallavas themselves. The evidence of the Penukonda plates recording the installation 
of two consecutive Gangs kings— Ayyavarman, and his son Miidhava Sirnhavarman 
who seems to have been named after his father’s overlord — by the Pallava kings, 
Sirtihavarman and Skandavarman, renders it most likely that the Pallava king 
Sirnhavarman was the father and immediate predecessor of Skandavarman. It 
is very interesting in this connection to note that the Udayendiran grant (no. 1) of 
Nandivarman {Ep. liul., Ill, 142), issued from Kancipura, is the only known Pallava 
record, where we find a Pallava king named Sipghavarman (Simhavarman) succeeded 
by his son Skandavarman. The genealogy given in this record is ; 

1. Skandavarman 1 ; his son 

2. Siiighavarman ; his son 

1. Smith, £ar. Hist. Ind., 4th et., p. 29S. "Tlie first year of ths Gupta era, which conlinuid in use 
for several centuries, and in countries widely sepa,'ated, ran from February 26, A. D. 320, to March 13,321 ; 
of which dates the former may be taken as that of the coronation of Chandtagupta 1." 
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3. Skandavarman II ; his son 

4. Nandivarman. 

These four kings are mentioned exactly in the same order in the Vayalur grant 
of Rajasirnha (*/;/(/., XVIII, 150; see Nos. 41-44), though the relation of one with 
the others is not specified there. We are therefore inclined to identify the Pallava 
king Simhavarman of the Lokarihhurja and the Penukonda plates and Skandavarman 
of the latter, with respectively the second and the third king of the above list. 

Beside the Udayendiran grant, there is another Sanskrit grant belonging to the 
early Pallava rulers of Kanci. This is the Chendalur grant of Kumaravispu II (ihid-, 
VllI, 233ff.) issued from Kaficipura in the king’s second regnal year. The grant sup- 
plies us with the following line of kings : 

1 . Maharaja Skandavarman ; his son 

2. Maharaja Kumaravisnu I ; his son 

3. Maharaja Buddhavarman ; his son 

4. Maharaja Kumaravisnu II ; 2nd year. 

According to Hultzsch (thuL, p. 334), “The alphabet of the Chendalur plates is 
more archaic than those of the Kuram and Kiisakudi plates, but resembles those of 
the Pikira, Mahgalur and Uruvupalli grants, from which it differs chiefly in the 
omission of horizontal strokes at the top of letters. But a point which stamp it as 
more modern is the fact that r, k, and subscribed u consist of two vertical lines of 
nearly equal length, while in the Pikira, Mangalur and Uruvupalli grants the left 
line is still considerably shorter. Hence we may conclude that the four Pallava 
kings of the Chendalur plates ruled in the interval between Sirnhavarman (*of the 
Omgodu no. 2, Pikira and Mangalur grants) and Simhavisnu (#father of Mahendra- 
var.man I, acc. circa 600 A. D.)". 

We have already seen that Sirnhavarman, the second of the four kings 
mentioned in the Udayendiram grant, ruled from A. D. 436 to not earlier than A. D. 
458. Thus his father Skandavarman I appears to have ruled at Kanci about the 
first quarter of the fifth century, and his grandson Nandivarman seems to have 
ended his rule about the beginnin.g of the sixth century A. D. The accession of 
Mahendravarman 1 to the throne of Kanci is supposed to have taken place about the 
end of the same century, owing to his being an older contemporary of the Western 
Calukya king PulakeSin 11 (A. D. 608-642). Mahendravarman 1 was preceded by his 
father Siriihavisriu and grandfather Sirnhavarman (see verses 10-11 of the- Velur- 
palaiyam grant ; S. I. I., Vol. 11,' p. 363). Between Nandivarman, the issuer of the 
Udayendiram grant, who seems to have ruled up to the beginning of the sixth century 
and Sirnhavarman, grandfather of Mahendravarman I, the Vayalur record places 
three kings named (1) Sirnhavarman, (2) Sirnhavarman and (3) Visijugopa. 
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The Vayaluv grant thus places five kings between Nandivarman and 
Mahendravarman I, i. e. in the sixth century A. D. roughly. Since the rule of- 
five kings co/ering about a century does not appear impossible, since the 
existence of four earlier kings (Nos. 41-44 of the Vayalur list) has been proved 
by the Udayendiram grant and since it is possible that the Greater Pallavas of tl-ie line of 
Mahendravarman 1 did not forget even their im-.nediate predecessors, the three kings 
(Nos. 45'47) placed by the Vayalur record between Nandivarman and Mahendra- 
varman's grandfather may be historical persons, though we have as yet no corrobotaiivc 
proof of their existence. We therefore think that the four kings of Kane: ii entioned m 
the Chendalur grant ruled before the kings of the Udayendiram grant. Th.c kings of the 
Chendalur record however appear to have ruled after Vitnugopa who came in coniiict 
with Samudragupta in the middle of the fourth century A. D. We have alread>‘ seen 
that in the first half of the fourth century Kaiici was occupied by the Pal lava kings who 
issued the Prakrit charters. 

There are references to some Pallava rulers of Kanci in the inscriptions of tfic 
Kadambas. An epigraph of the Kadamba king Ravivarman (Ind. Ant., VI 20) mentioiis 
Caodadanda, the lord of Kahci, who was defeated by the K-adamba monarch. We do not 
definitely know whether Capdadanda is the name or a hinidti. of the ruler of Kai'^ci who 
fought with Ravivarman. He cannot be satisfactorily identified with any king of the 
traditional list of early Pallava kings. His contemporary, the Kadamba king Ravivarman 
appears to have ruled about the end of the fifth and the beginning of the si-xm century 
(497-537 A. D, according to K((ilamba-knfa by Morsies''. The Anaji inscription l/'.’y- 
Cam., XI, p. 142) mentions a Pallava king whose name has been read as Nanakkasa and 
who was possibly a contemporary of the Kadamba king Krsnavarman I. But me reading 
of the name Nanakkasa is doubtful.* According to Moraes, Krsnavarman I ruled from 475 
to 480. A. D. Another Pallava king named Santivarman or Santivaravarman has been 
mentioned in the Hebbata plates (An. Rep. 8. [ml. Ep., 1925, p, 98) of the Kadamba 
king Visnuvarman. This Pallava king is possibly also mentioned in the Biriir plates (Kp. 
Cam., VI, p. 91). But he cannot be satisfactorily identified with any of the Pallava kings 
known from the traditional list. It must also be noticed that excepting Candad:.nda none 
of these kings is expressly said to have ruled at Kanci. 

We thus come to know of the following early Pallava kings who appear to have 
ruled at Kanci before the rise of the Greater Pallavas of Mahendravarman 's line : 

1 . Father of Sivaskandavarman ; about the end of the third century A. D. ; 
his son 


1. In Journ. Ind. Hist., XIII, p. 22 note, it has been suggested that the reading of the pijs.ige would be 
sra-deha-k^aye-na tM.j/iUSi'fa. If this reading is to be accepted, the name of the Pallava king referred to in the 
Anaji inscription is not as yet known. 
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2. Sivaskaridavarman ; about the beginning of the fourth century ; issued the 
Prakrit grants discovered at Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli. 

3. Skandavarman ; the British Museum grant was issued in his reign ; he is not 
definitely known to have ruled at Kanci. 

4. Visnugopa ; came in conflict with Samudragupta (circa 330-375 A. D.) about 
the middle of the fourth century A. D. 

5. Skandavarman ; his son 

6. Kumaravisnu P ; his son 

7. Buddhavarman ; his son 

8. Kumaravisnu 11 ; issued the Chendalur grant. 

9. Skandavarman (1) ; his son 

10. Simhavarman ; he ascended the throne in A. D- 436 and ruled at least upto 
A. D. 458 ; his son 

11. Skandavarman (11) ; his son 

12. Nandivarman ; issued the Udayendiram grant. 

1 3. Capdadanda, who came in conflict with the Kadamba king Ravivarman about 
the first quarter of the sixth century. Can<i<^dat.ida may have been a binida of No. 12 
or possibly of one of his three successors mentioned in the Vayalur grant (Nos. 45-47). 

14. Simhavarman 1' : his son 

1 5. Simhavispu ; his son 

16. Mahendravarman 1 ; ascended the throne about A. D. 600. 


1 . May this Kumaravisnu I be identical with Kumiravisnu, great-grandfather of the issuer of the Omgodu 
grant no. 1 ? The first difficulty in this identification is that Kumaravisnu of the Omgodu (no. 1) grant has been 
called a performer of the Aivamedha sacrifice, while the Chendalur grant does not credit Kumaravisnu 1 with 
any such distinction. This is however an argummitum ex silentio. Another difficulty is that while according to 
the Chendalur grant Kumaravisiju 1 was succeeded by his son Buddhavarman and grandson Kumaravisnu 
II, according to the Omgodu grant no. 1 Kumaravisnu was succeeded by his son Skandavarman 1, 
grandson Viravarman and great-grandson Skandavarman II. In this connection we must notice that the 
Vayalur record places a Skandavarman between Buddhavarman and Kumarvisiju II. May it be that this 
Skandavarman was a son of Kumiravisiiu I, who was made a viceroy of the northern part of the Pallava kingdom 
and eventually carved out a principality there ? In the Omgodu grant no. 1 Skandavarman I, son of Komaravisiju, 
has been called sva-vtry-adhigala-7'ujya, which epithet possibly supports the above suggestion. 

2. It is doubtiul whether Sirnhavarman, grandfather of Mahendravarman I, ruled at KaFicl. 




APPENDIX. 

THE VAyALUR LIST OF EARLy PALLAVA KINGS. 

AY/E have already said that the traditional list of early Pallava kings given in 
’ some late records is, in our opinion, not much valuable for the purpose of 
authentic history. All recent writers on Pallava history however have put much faith in 
the genealogical list given in the Vayalur grant of Rajasimha. Thus, the late 
Mr. H. Krishnasastri said, "It looks, therefore, as if the authors of the Ka^akudi, 
Udayendiram and Velurpalaiyam plates, all of which are admittedly later than 
the Vayalur record, but not much later, drew these stray names for airing their 
knowledge of early Pallava chronology purely from memory and were not always 
correct" (Ep- /wd. XVIIl, p. 147). This scholar and many others think the Vayalur 
list historically valuable. There are however reasons to believe that the earlier 
names of this list are all legendary and unhistorical and that the rest of the list has 
in it not only the names of a single branch of the Pallava family. 

The following is the list of Pallava kings given in the Vayalur record : 


1. 

Brahman. 

14. 

Ghrtaka. 

2. 

Afigirah- 

15. 

Kajinda. 

3. 

Brhaspati. 

16. 

Jyamalla. 

4. 

Sarnyu. 

17. 

Ripumalla. 

5. 

Bharadvaja. 

18. 

Vimala. 

6. 

Dropa. 

19. 

Kongapi. 

7. 

ASvatthaman. 

20. 

Kalabharta.“ 

8. 

Pallava. ' 

21. 

Cutapallava. 

9. 

Aioka.^ 

22, 

Virakorca (1). * 

10. 

Harigupta. 

23, 

Candravarman. 

11 . 

Bhutadatta. 

24, 

Karala. 

12 . 

Soryavarman. 

25, 

Vispugopa (II). 

13. 

Vi?nugopa (1). 

26. 

Skandamola. 

1. 

Nos. 1 — 8 are also mentioned 

in the Kuram (S. I.I., 

h 144 IF.), Udayendiram no. 2 (/nd. .Atif, 


VIII, 273) and Velurpalaipam plates (S. 1, L, II, 508). These names are evidently legendary. 

r2. Aloka is mentioned in the Kasakudi iS.LL, II, 342) and Velurpalaiyam plates. In the latter 
inscriptiotr he is called Asokavarman, .According to HulKsch, the, name is a modification of Ajolia> the great 
Maurya king, of Pgtaliputra;. 

3. There is no proof that Nos. 10 — 20 were hiitgriqal persons, 

4. He was possibly (he first king of tte family. 
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27. 

Katjagopa. 

39. 

Simhavarman (i). 

28. 

Virakurca (II). ^ 

40. 

Viravarman. 

29. 

Skandavarman (I). 

41. 

Skandavarman (V). 

30. 

Kumaravisnu (1). 

42. 

Simhavarman (!!).* 

31. 

Buddhavarman (I). 

43.. 

Skandavarman (VD- 

32. 

Skandavarman (II). 

44 

Nandivarman ® 

33. 

Kumaravisnu (il).® 

45. 

Sirnhavarman (111). 

34 

Buddhavarman (11). 

46. 

Simhavarman (IV'. 

35. 

Skandavarman (HI). 

47. 

Visnugopa (IV). 

36. 

Visijugopa (III).^ 

48. 

Simhavarman (V). 

37. 

Vispudasa. 

49. 

Simhavisnu. 

38. 

Skandavarman (IV). 

50. 

I^ahendrava^rman ; etc., etc, 


1. The VeturpaUiyam record appears to identiiy VirakDrca I (No. 22) with VirakOrca It (No 28). 
Tnis fact possibly show^ that Nos. 23'27 are unhutorical. May VirakHrca (II) be identical with Virakorca- 
varman of the Darsi plate ? 

2. This Kumaravi;nu II issued the Chendalur grant, 

3. This Visnugopa may have been the contemporary of Samudragupta. On palseographical grounds 
however the contemporary of Samudragupta (circa 330 — 375) cannot be placed after the issuer of the 
Chendalur grant. 

4. Possibly the king mentioned in the Penukonda plates of about A D. 475. According to the 
Lolavibhaga, he ruled from 436 to about 458 (Jjp. in#., XIV, p. 33llf.). Names 40 — 12 are found conse- 
cutively in the genealogy of the Pallavas of the Nellore-Guntur region. See Nos. 4—6 at page 27 above. 

5. He issued the Udayendiram grant no, I . 

6. He ascended the throne about 600 A. D. 



VI 

SlVASKANDAVARMAN AND SKANDAV ARMAN. 

earliest known Pallava king is ^ivaskandavarman who issued the Mayidavolu 
and Hirahadagalli grants. In the latter grant Sivaskandavarman refers to his father 
as Maharuja-bappanami. Buhler {Ep. Ind., I. p. 8, note 15) and following him many 
other scholars think that Bapptt is probably the name of Sivaskandavarman's father ; 
and in this connection Fleet's article in Ind. Ant., XV p. 272, is referred to. Bappa 
of course may signify a personal name, as we find this name in the list of recipients of 
the gift recorded in the Hirahadagalli grant itself. * We must however remember that 
in many early copper-plate grants including some of the Pallavas, the kings called 
themselves hnppa-bhattaraka-pada bhakta, "devoted to the feet of the lord, the father." 
The word happn there means "father” and cannot be a personal name, as the fathers 
of those kings are definitely known to have borne names having no connection with the 
woid bappa. It must also be noted that the traditional lists of early Pallava kings do not 
mention any name even slightly resembling Bappa. Bappa therefore cannot be taken 
as the name of Sivaskandavarman's father without further evidence. 

In the time of Sivaskandavarman the Pallava kingdom of Kanci certainly included 
the Andhra country in the north and the Bellary district in the north-west. From the 
Penukonda plates of the Gaiiga king Madhava we know that in the middle of the fifth 
century the Gafigas of Mysore acknowledged the suzerainty of the Pallavas of Kanci. 
It is possible that this region was under the Pallavas as early as the time of Sivaskanda- 
varman who was the most powerful king among the early Pallavas, This suggestion 
seems to be supported by the Talgunda inscription according to which the early Kadam- 
bas of Banavasi (a place to the west of Mysore) also acknowledged Pallava supremacy." 

1 Cf. Bappa the name of the progenitor of the Guhilois of Mewar. 

2. According to the Talgunda inscription of Kadamba Santivarman, MayQrasarman went to KaRcI for 
studying the Vedas. There he took part in the paUap.56msanisthaI;alaha, became enraged at the treatment 
he recieved there, and then, having trained himself to warlike exercises, easily overpowered the Pallava 
frontier guards and established himself at Sriparvata ( in the Kurnool district ). The Pallava king took the field 
against him ; but being unable to subdue him installed him as king over the territory extending from the Western 
Ocean ( Arabian sea ) to the Prehara (river ?). But what is the meaning of iiSrasanistha kataha ? According 
to the lexicon Trikat^iaie^a, the word sanistha means kraiu i.e. sacrifice. (Cf. saiitsthali samajiti-kratuiiu 
cara&—ca nija-ra^tragali, verse 753). May then the word akcaiamstlia mean Horse sacrifice ? (See -Jonrn. 
Ind. Hist , XII, p. 354 If. ). If this explanation is acceptable, it would appear that the quarrel of Mayurajarman 
with the Pallavas arose in connection with an Asvamedha sacrifice. Among the Early Pallavas only Sivaskanda- 
varman and Kumaravisnu of the Omgodu (no. 1) grant are known to have performed the Horse-sacrifice. 
MaySrafarman was possibly a contemporary of one of these kings. As we have seen, these two kings were not 
-far from each other in time. It is therefore possible that even at the time of Sivaskandavarman the Pallava 
kingdom extended upto the Arabian sea in the west. 
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MayOraSarman, the first king of the Kadamba family, is there said to have been installed 
by the Pallava king of Kanci. This Mayura^arman cannot be placed long after Sivas- 
kandavarman. We have seen that Sivaskandavarman ruled in the beginning of the 
fourth century, while scholars place Mayara^arman about the middle of the same century 
(Anc. ffint. Dec., pp. 95-96 ; Kadaniba'kula, p. 18). Indeed the Prakrit language 
of the Chandravalli inscription of Mayuraiarman {A n. Bep. Mys. Arch. Surv., 1 929, p. 50) 
shows that this Kadamba king ruled sometime later than the accession of Sivasl^ndavarman. 
The use of s (1. 1) and the numerous double consonants like mm (1. 1), tr, ll (1. 2), gth, 
nd ( 1 . 3), etc., appears to prove that the Chandravalli inscription was engraved not 
long after the execution of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants of Sivaskandavarman. 
He can therefore be rightly placed about the middle of the fourth century A.D. 

1. The Mayidavolu grant was issued from Karnclpura by the Pallava Yuvamaho' 
raja Sivakhamdavarrima ( = Sivaskandavarman) on the fifth lunar day of the sixth fort- 
night of summer in the I'Oth year of the reigning Pallava king who was almost certainly 
the father of the Yuvamaharaja, but whose name is not mentioned in the grant. 
By this grant the Pallava crown-prince, for the increase of his victory, religious merit and 
strength, offered with libations of water the village of Viripara situated in the Andha- 
patha (■= Andhrapatha) to two Brahmapas, Puvaketuja and Gonarpdija, who belonged to 
the Agniveiya gotra. The executor of the grant was Sivaskandavarman himself, and 
the order was accordingly sent to the vapata (vyapfla), i. e. governor, of Dharpnakada 
(Dhanyakataka). DharnPiakada which has been identified by different scholars with 
Dhararjikota, Amaravati, Bezwada and Nagarjunikonda, was evidently the headquarters 
of the Andhra province incorporated in the Pallava kingdom. To the village of 
Viripara were granted all the immunities enjoyed by the Brnhmadeyas.^ The word 
brahmadeija therefore means not only “a deya (grant) to Brahmapas," but like the 
technical terms brahmalra, devatra, devasdt, etc. signifies a religious donation which 
implied certain immunities. Of the immunities or pari haras, the following only are 
specified in the Mayidavolu grant. (1) A-lona-khddaka, (2) A-raikasaifivivayika, 
(3) A-parajjipnrd-b^ilivadha, (4) A-bhada-pavesa and (5) A-k'ura-colaka-vind-si' 
kbatd-satnvdsa, 

A-lona-khudaka is in Sanskrit a-lavana-khdtaka ; by this immunity the grantor gave 
up the royal right of digging, salt in the village granted. About the next pnr/tefq Senart 
says {Ep. Ind,. VI, p. 68), "The word seems to represent urdshtrasatfivinayiku ;,but 
etymology alone is an unsafe guide in the interpretation of technical terms. Vineti is 
only used in a moral sense. Could we think of translating : ‘exempted from the police. 

According to Kauttlya's Avtlw&ditrQi ( Samasastry's 2nd ed. p. 47), "those who perforni'Sacrifices 

spiritual guides \acarya) priests ipurohiia), and those learned in the Vedas { ) shal^be 

granted Brahmadcya lands yielding sufficient produce ( f3hhiTtl2)adO'yoJctt ) and exemoted from tax^s and fines 
Brahmadti'ya is also mentioned whr*n Kautilya says (li, 20) that the da^t4^ (rod) of 8 cubits 
( 192 aitgulis ) in length was used in measuring Brahmadcya and Atithya lands. 
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the magistrate of the district (ras/itra .* compare Dr. Fiecr’s Gupta /ntHTiptiauif. p. 32 
note), or of a ras/ifnn f' i his would remind us of ciose grants in which, on the other 
hand, it is stated that the right of punishing thefts and offences is reserved bv the king, or 
of those in which the right to punish the ‘ten offences' (iituiai-aparndha ; see, e.t/, the 
Alina plates, 1.67 in Dr. Fleet's Gupta InscripHontt. p. 179 and the Ceo-Baraijark 
inscription, L 17, ibid., p. 21?) is transferred to the donee.” A ■pitriimpitt-a--bali- 
vadka has been called a~piirfW.ward-bti(it\k.irni'gafMn'i in the Hirahadagalli grant and 
has been translated by Biihler as ‘‘free from the taking of the o.ven in succession '. This 
port/i«ra seems to suggest that the villagers had to supply bullocks for the bullock- cans 
used by royal officers when the latter went on a tour through the countrs', Abh.tdapoiV^a 
implies that no troups should enter the village of V'lrlpaia and cause d sturbances. 
Battles therefore could not be fought on the fields of this village. The ne.\t pari ham is 
very important. According to Hultzsch, kura means “boiled rice' and aduka {collaka 
of the Hirahadagalii grant) is the same as cullakt i.e. pot. The word rimiiti has not as 
yet been explained. Possibly it means “fuel". The words kha(a and »u)(u\l!>a respecti- 
vely m.ean “cot" and “dwelling". This pari hit ra then implies exemption fram the 
obligation of supplying boiled rice, water-pots, vinSri. cots and dw'ellings to the officers 
who visited the place. In this connection it is interesting to note the views of Manu 
(Vll, vv. 1 15-1 19). According to this law'-giver, the king must appoint a headman called 
gramika over each village, a daitin or duie&a over each unit of ten villages, a vitpiahMi 
over each unit of twenty villages, a kdeia over each unit of hundrei.1 villages aiid a 
mharsadhipati over each unit of thousand villages. As renuineration, the head of 
thousand villages should enjoy a city, that of hundred villages a village, that of twenty 
villages five kulas of land, that of ten villages one kiila of land, but 
yani raja-pradeyani pratyaham grama-vasibhih i 
anna-pan-endhan-adini gramikas — tan — avapnuyat H 

"The headman of the village should get all of what is daily payable by the villagers 
to the king in the shape of food (awrirtA drink (pti-mi) fuel and other things '. 

By the above pari hum then the village would appear to have been e.xempted from its dues 
to the gramika. But the words khn^va (cot) and mipviinu (dwelling) should possibly be 
referred to officers who came to the village on tour, the grumika being probably more 
or less a settled inhabitant of the village. In connection with this parihiu a we must also 
refer to line 8 of the Kudgere grant of Kadamba Mandhatrvarman {ICp. huL, VI, p. 12) 
where the immunity is mentioned as a'khatvu'vas'UHduuu, ' exempt from (the duty of 
providing) cots, abodes and boiled rice".* 

The villagers of Viripara and the royal officials are asked to exempt the village and 
to cause it to be exempted with ail the above pnrihCtrnu. It is also said that one who 

I A Tamil record of A. D. 1407 refers to revenue in rice and wnoiher of 1240 

merftions “all the revenue in paddy excluding tolls and the small lax for the village police and including tSt 
three handfuls of paddy ; the rice in KSrtika*'; etc, (B. 1. I. pp. 82, 89)*- 
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would , transgress the royal edict and would give or cause to be given any trouble of 
annoyance to the donees, on him the royal authority should infilict bodily punishment. 

The ends of the ring that holds the plates together are secure in an dliptical seal 
which bears in relief "an animal couchant and facing the proper right— apparently a bull, 
as it has a- hump on its back — and below it the legend Sivnska {ndavarinana}} ? ) in an 
alphabet which appears to be slightly different from that of the inscription" {ibid., p. 84). 
The seals seem to have been kept ready in the record'OfRce and were attached to a set 
of copperplates when the latter was prepared. 

At the beginning of the Mayidavolu grant, there is the word diihavii, i. e. "haS 
been ' Seen"', ' exactly as on the last plate of the Hirahadagalli grant- This possibly refers 
to a prabtifce of examining the grants after the copying of the plates from a set kept iri 
the king's record-office. 

II. Hirahadagalli is a place in the modern Bellary district of the Madras Presidency, 
.The copper-plate grant discovered there was issued from Karpcipura on the fifth day 
of the sixth fortnight of the rainy season in the 8th year of the Pallava Dharma- 
maharajadhiraja Sivaskandavarman who is said to have belonged to the Bharadvaja 
gotra and is credited with the performance of the Agnistoma, Vajapeya and Asvamedha 
sacrifices. By this record the king granted a garden situated in the southern boundary 
of a village called Cillarekakodurpka as a purihara, i. e. an honorific grant, (see 
iJanusaiiiInta, VII, v. 201). Two HiVarfanas of land were also granted in a village 
called Apit{i, one for a threshing floor, and the other for a house, along with four 
Addhikaa and two KolikUs. The grant was made in favour of a number of 
Brahmanas,' the chief among whom was Agisamaja ( = Agnisarmarya). Addhika 
( = .4rc//(i/c(d according to Biihler is "a labourer recieving half the produce." It has 
been referred to in the Ellore grant of Sslankayana Devavarman as Addhiya'manussa 
{see Mitukiard on Yajfiavalkya, I. 166). Kolika, as Buhler says (Ep. Ivd., I, p. 9, 
note), "corresponds to Sanskrit Kaulikab and may mean 'weavers'. But it is also possible 
to think of the well-known tribe of the Kolis, who are slaves." 

The village of Cillarekakodurrika, as also possibly Apitti, was situated in the 
Satahani-rattha (Satavahaniya-rastra) which is evidently the same as Satavahani-hafa 
meritioned in the Myakadoni inscription of Pulumavi {ibid., XIV, p. 153) and 
corresponds roughly to the present Bellary district. The garden of Cillarekakodurrika 
is said to have been originally granted by Sivaskandavarman's father. This part of' the 
old Satavahana empire was therefore occupied by the Pallavas as early as the time of 
that king, that is to say, before circa 300 A. D. • - ' . 

The following officials, employed in the different parts of the vi^aya, have been 
mentioned in connection with the observance of immunities : - (I) Rajakumarav-(2') 
iSenapati, (3) Ratthika, (4) Madavika, (5) Desadhikata, (6) Gamagamabhojaka, (7) yallava, 
'(8) Govallava, (9). Amacca, (10) Arakhadhikata, (11) Gumika, (12) Tathika,. .and 
(13) Neyika. Along with these are also mentioned (14) the Samcarantakas and j(I 5) - the 



Ol 

U 

thi 

ney 

proi 

sergea 

Buhler 

is evide 

KumSLra 

the saiT 

l^armusu 

have beei 

as a vi%aya 

to have bee 

(see MaiiSi- 





''e 


L 


i'a^ 

^ted 
the 
‘Ption 
^te 28 ), 
'illagers 
, states." 


yj in the 
was the 


I 

I 

^ arcular 



feARLY PALLAVAS 


41 


and somawhat battered seal, about an inch in diameter, is attached. The emblem on 
the seal is an animal facing the proper right, which, according to Buhler, may be intended 
for a deer or a horse. ^ Below the emblem stands the word Sivaskundavannanali ihe 
last three letters of which are defaced and doubtful. It is certain that the legend on the 
seal was written in Sanskrit like the mahgala at the end of the inscription which reads 
svasti go-bruhmaiia-lekhaka-vucaka'srotrbhyalf iti. This along with the fact that 
the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants sometimes express double consonants by 
two letters show that these two grants were executed in a time when Sanskrit had already 
made its way in the field of South Indian epigraphy. 

Ill- The British Museum plates appear to have been originally found at Kondakur 
in the Guntur district of the Madras Presidency. They were issued in the reign of niri' 
i'/;fly«'Khandavamma (Skandavarman). We have already discussed about the identi' 
fication of Sivaskandavarman of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants and Skanda- 
varman of the British Museum grant and have shown that the identification is extremely 
doubtful. 

The donor of the grant is CarudevI, wife {devt) of the Pallava Yuvamaharaja 
Buddhavarman and mother of a prince whose name has been conjecturally read by 
Hultzsch as Budhyafikura. The relation of Maharaja Skandavarman and Y uvamaharaja 
Buddhavarman is not specified in the grant. 

By this grant CarudevI seems to have addressed the villagers and officials at 
Kadaka (Ka{aka) to the effect that a certain field to be ploughed by Atuka on the 
western side of the drinking well below the rujadutiuga, containing four idvurtcimn 
of land, had been given by her highness for the increase of her highness's life and 
power, to the god Narayana of the Kuh-mahataraka temple at Dalura. This 
Kidii'mahutctrakri'devakuUi appears to signify a temple established by a Mahattara 
named Kuji. The villagers and officials have been asked to exempt the field with all 
immunities and to cause it to be exempted. The executor of the grant was Rohanigutta 
(Rohinigupta). 

The most interesting feature of the grant is that though it is written in Prakrit, it 
contains two imprecatory verses {ba hub Mr =vasudhu duftd etc.) which are in Sanskrit 
and are so common in the Sanskrit copper'plate grants. This fact and the fact that the 
grant expresses double consonants, in all cases, with two letters, appear to suggest that the 
British Museum grant is slightly later than the grants of Sivaskandavarman. 

The seal of Skandavarman attached to the British Museum grant bears a standing 
animal which faces the proper right and looks like a deer, but must be meant for a bull, 
the crest of the Pallavas (cf. Bom. Gaz., I, ii, p. 319, note 5), and, over the back of the 
bull, a few indistinct symbols which may be taken for the sun, a crescent, and perhaps 
one or more stars (Ep. Ind., VIII, p. 144). 

1. The animal is most probaly a bull which was the crest of the Pallavas ( see L’owi. fr'a-t., I, ii, p. 



VII 

CHENDALUB GRANT OF KUMARAVISlslU l( 

T he Chendalur grant was issued from uyaya-Kancipura in the fifth titbi of the 
bright half of Kartika in the 2nd regnal of the Pallava king Kumaravisnu ii, who 
was the son of Maharaja Buddhavarman, grandson of Maharaja Kumaravisnu I and 
great'grandson of Maharaja Skandavarman. 

Like many other Pallava rulers, Kumaravisnu II calls himself Kaliyuga-do^uva- 
sanna dliiii ni'iiddharana'nilya^sannuddha.- This epithet is also used by Viinugopa- 
varman, Sirnhavarman. and Nandivarman of the Udayendiram grant. The Pallava 
kings thus appear to have boasted of being called “Defender of Faith” ; and the 
epithet possibly refers to the fact that they were determined to purify their Brahmanical 
faith which was influenced by heretical doctrines like Buddhism in the time of the later 
Satavahanas and the lk?vaku3. Kumaravi§iju 11 has some epithets in common with 
Vijpugopavarmain of the Uruvupaiji grant. Like Vispugopa and his son Sirtihavarman, 
he is called bha gumt -p^diimtd Imata and paranvi'bnug ivata, and like the records of 
those two princes the Chendalur grant begins with the adoration jitatii bhagavuta. 
He was evidently a Vaisnava in faith. ■ ■ 

The record is an order to the villagers of Cendalura in the Karmakarastra and to 
all the nnii/orjikas and nalkdihiis employed there. Chendalur, the find-spot of the 
inscription, is a place in the Ongole Taluka of the Neilore district. Hultzch has 
corrected Karmmakarastra as Karmarastra known from several inscriptions. Karmma- 
karastra seems to be the same as Kamakaraiha mentioned in a Nagarjunikonda ins- 
cription. 

The word itanjtjijilia is derived from viyotjn and is evidently the same as itigogin 
which appears to mean "governor of a. disivict" (cL niyou'i kunitasusiva iitjuklo vyd- 
ptia^ = ca sal} ; Hetnaca iidra). V<tllfd>ha means either the king's favourites or keepers 
of the royal cattle. 

It is said that there were eight hundred yuttikas (pieces) of khaz land {ruja-vastu 
bhutvii sthttani) m the village of Cendalura, and' that by this grant the king offered 432 
pattikus out of that land as a Brahmadeya (brahiiiudp.tia-maryadatiu) to a Brahmana 
named Bnavaskandatrata who belonged to the Kauridinya gotra and Chandogya sutra. 
The lands given did not include what was previously granted for the enjoyment of gods 
{devabboga'kala-rurjjanj). The grant was executed with a hope for the increase of the 
king s longevity, strength, victory and wealth, in accordance with the iKdu'Vydya (laws 
vs^a'dxng fhe hufas.W^a devahtda, bhikiuhalaj etc!) and. was made immune with ali 
pari haras. 
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The villagers and officers were ordered to observe the immunities and to see that 
others observed them. People who would violate this order have been threatened with 
physical punishment. The charter ends with the mahgnla — cjo-bruhmanan (sic.) nandit- 
.sasf?/ = ff.sY?t which reminds us of a similar mangala at the end of the 

Hirahadagalli grant of Sivaskandavarman. 

The word pattiku ordinarily means "a piece of cloth" ; on analogy, it seems 
to mean "a piece of land". We do not know whether pnttiko here signifies a particular 
land-measure like the iiivarfuna. The land is said to have been situated in the Kava- 
cakara bhoga of the Kaimmakarastra. Bhoga is evidently the same as blnikii of North 
Indian inscriptions. It signifies a territorial unit like "district". Cf. Pallava-bhogga 
(Kanci ?) mentioned in the Mahavainsn (Ind. Cult., I, p. Ill) 
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UDAyENDIRAM GRANT (No. I) OF NANDIVARMAN. 

T he Udayendiram grant was issued from Kancipura on the fifth tithi of the bright 
half of Vaiiakha, possibly in the first year of the Pallava king Nandivarman, son of 
Skandavarman 11, grandson of Sirnhavarman and great-grandson of Skandavarman I. Like 
the other reigning Pallava kings, Nandivarman is called kaliyuga-dos-avasanna-dharm- 
oddharai.Kt-nUya'sannaddha. His epithets hhagavat-pad'dnudhyata and paramO' 
hhdgavata &\ong with the fact that his grant begins with the adoration jetoji 
shows that he was a Vaisnava like Visnugopa, Sirnhavarman and Kumaravispu II. 

Udayendiram. the find-spot ot Nandivarman’s grant, is a place in the North Arcot 
district. The grant is full of textual mistakes ; the characters moreover do not belong 
to the early Pallava period. According to Kielhorn (ffp. Ill, p. 143), the grant is 
to be palaeographically assigned to about A. D. 680 ; according to Fleet however it was 
fabricated about 955 A. D. But the fact that the four kings mentioned in it are given 
exactly in the same order in the Vayalur record and that the style and phraseology of 
the grant are very similar to those of the early Pallava records, seems to prove that the 
grant was copied, though by an incompetent scribe, from an early genuine record. 

By this grant, the Pallava king Nandivarman offered four pieces of dranya land in 
the Kandvayil-grama of the Adeyara-rastra, accoring to purvo'bhogo'viaryadd, to a 
Brahmana named Kulacarman ( = Kulasarman) who was an inhabitant of Kancivayil and 
belonged to the Kausika gotra, Pravacana sOtra and Taittiriya carapa. The lands were 
granted in accordance with Brahmadeya-maryada, with all the immunities and with the 
exception of devabhoga-hala, for the increase of the king's longevity, strength, victory 
and wealth. It is said that the four pieces of forest-land in Kancivayil-grama are to be 
made immune with all the part7i«rus and that anyone who would violate the order 
should be physically punished. 

The seal of Nandivarman attached to the Udayendiram grant is circular. It 
contains in bas-relief the figure of a standing bull facing the proper left. There is a much 
worn and illegible inscription at the margin (/oc. rtf'). 
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OMGODU GRANT ( NO. I ) OF SKANDAVARMAN II. 

TN the Omgodu grant (no. I) of Skandavarman II, the reigning king's great-grandfather, 
Kumaravisnu, has been called asvamedhayaji, i. e. perfomer of the Horse-sacrifice. 
He was therefore a great king who was possibly a successor of Virakorcavarman of the 
Darsi plate. 

Kumaravisnu was succeeded by his son Skandavarman ! who is mentioned in the 
Omgodu (no. 1) and Uruvupalli grants. He is said to have been a paramu-hrahmanya ; 
but his most significant epithet seems to be svO'Viry'adhitjatn'rajya, which means to 
say that he obtained the kingdom by his own valour. His father was a powerful king 
who performed the great a^vamedha sacrifice. The significance of this epithet may 
therefore be that after the death of Kumaravispu, Skandavarman I quarrelled with his 
brother who was probably Kumaravi§pu's successor at Kafici, and carved out a separate 
principality in the northern part of the Pallava kingdom. Kumaravijpu’s successor at 
Kafici was possibly Buddhavarman mentioned in the Chendalur grant. 

The son and successor of Skandavarman 1 was VIravarman who has been called 
“the sole hero in 'the world" in all the inscriptions. He was possibly a warrior of 
considerable importance. According to Krishnasastri {Ep. Ind., XV. p. 249), this 
Viravarman is to be identified with Virakorcavarman of the Darsi plate. Darsi, identi- 
fied by some scholars with Da^anapura, is a place in the Podili division of the Nellore 
district. Only the first plate of the Darsi grant has been discovered ; it was edited by 
Hultzsch in Ep. Ind., 1, 357. The grant was issued from the adhi^-hana of victorious 
Daianapura by a Pallava king whose name and genealogy cannot be known until the 
missing plates of the grant are found. Only the name of Virakorcavarman, great- 
grandfather of the issuer, is known. The Sanskrit form of the name is Virakurca which 
is found in the Vayalur and Velurpalaiyam records. The use of this Prakritised name 
appears to show that the grant was issued at a time when Prakrit was still lingering in the 
field of South Indian epigraphy. The identification of this king with Viravarman 
however seems to me doubtful, since these two distinct forms (viz. Virakurca and 
Viravarman) are found as names of different kings in the Vayalur list of early Pallava 
kings. Virakorca of the Darsi plate may be the same as (the second) Virakurca of 
the Vayalur list. 

Viravarman was succeeded by his son who is called s/'i-f^/aya-Skandavarman 
in his own Omgodu, grant (no. 1), but simply Skandavarman in the inscriptions 
of his descendants. He has some epithets in common with Kumaravisnu I of the 
Chepdalur grant and also with Skandavarman 11 of the Udayendiran grant. Though 
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he is not called parama-bhAiiavata, his opithet bhngavad-bhakti-sadbhdva-sambhavita 
sarua-kali/ana in the grants of his grandson shows that he was a Vaisijava. 

The Omgodu grant (no. 1) was issued from the victorious city of Tambrapa 
in the 33rd regnal year of Skandavarman II, on the thirteenth titfd of the third 
Hemanta-pak^a. This form of dating resembles that used in the early Prakrit grants 
and is remarkably different from the form of dating used in the Sanskrit giants of 
the Pallavas. It therefore shows that Skandavarman 11 ruled not long after the kings 
of the Prakit charters. We have already shown that some parts of the Mayidavolu, 
Hirahadagalli and British Museum grants are written in Sanskrit and that the issuers 
of those grants could not have ruled long before the kings who issued the 
Sanskrit grants. We have also suggested that the Sanskrit grants showing consider- 
able Prakrit influence may roughly be placed in the period between ‘the middle of 
'the fourth and the beginning of the fifth century A.D.‘ 

By this grant the king made a Brahmadeya of the village of Omgodu in the Karma- 
rastra, and offered the same with the exception of the devnblioga'hala, in a form of 
sdtvika-dp-na, to a dvi-vexla and ^adadga-pdmga Brahmapa named GoIaSau'man of the 
Ka^yapa gotra. The Karma-rastra in which Omgodu was situated has been taken to be 
the same as Kamma-nadu of later Telugu inscriptions and has been identified with the 
.northern part of Nellore and southern part of Guntur. According to Krishnasastri 
{Ep. Ind., XV, p. 254), Orngodu may be the same as modern Ongole, the headquarters 
of the Ongole taluka of the Guntur district. Of the boundaries of Orngodu given in the 
Omgodu grant (no. 2) of Sirnhavarman, Kodikirn may be identical with modern Koniki 
near Ongole and Penukaparru may be the same as Pinukkiparu mentioned as the family 
name of certain Brahmapas who were recipients of a village called Tapdantottam near 
Kumbakonapi {S. 1. L, II, pp. 519, 532). 

The -seal of Skandavarman 11 attached to the Omgcdu grant (no. 1) is almost cir- 
cular. Tt is totally worn away, and has no trace of any symbols, "though it may be 
presumed to have had on it originally the recumbent bull, as in the case of other Pallava 
grants” {Ep. hid., XV, p. 249). 


I. It should however be noticed that two grants of the Kadamba kings Mrgesavarman and Ravivarman 
who ruled about the end of the 5th and the beginning of the 6th century are dated in the old fashion. One is 
dited in the 4th year of Mrgisavarman on the full-moon day of the 8th fortnight of VarsS (J«dl. vii. pp. 
37-38) and the other in the 1 1th year of Ravivarman on the 10th titU of the 6th fortnight of Hemanta (*6„ vi, 
p. 28) This old way of expressing dates in such a late period is certainly due to Jain influence. The inscription 
ofMrgek records the grant of a village in three equal shares to the holy Arhat and great Jinendras, to the 
Mahg^ramana-samgha of the Svetapatas (i.e. the SvetJmbara Jains) and to the same of the Nirganthas (i.e. the 
Digambara Jains). The inscription of Ravivarman records the grant of lands to the Jinas in order that the 
ceremony of ablution might always be performed without fail on the full-moon days. To the Jain monks 
the year was divided jn seasons and fortnights. 



X. 


CROW-PRINCE VISNUGOPA AND DHARMA-MAHARAJA 

SIMHAVARMAN. 

1 

\ 715NIUGOPA or Visougopavarman, son of Skandavarman 11, did not ascend the 
throne. His Uruvupaili grant was issued in the I Ith year of the reign of M^araja 
Sitphavarman. Fleet thought that this Simhavarman was an elder brother of the Yuvamaha- 
raja (or Yuvaraja) Visnugopavarman. Hultzsch, however, suggests that he is no other 
than Visnugopa’s son who issued the Omgodu (no. 2), Pikira and Mangalur grants.. 
According to the latter view therefore the Pallava throne passed from Skandavarman 11 
directly to his grandson Sitphavarman. 


In the Uruvupaili grant Visnugopavarman calls himself prajd-sai\iranjuna-paripril'- 
an-odyoga-aatota-autra-vrata-dlkiiia and rajai ^-tfiiiia-aarva-^andoha-vijiirifti, which' 
he could not have said if he was not a ruler of subjects. As a crown-prince he was 
possibly in charge of a district of the Pallava kingdom. The district of which he was the 
governor probably had its headquarters at Palakkatja from where the Uruvupaili grant 
was issued. As we have already noted, both Viipugopa and his son Simhavarman are 
called parama-bhugavuta in the incriptions all of which begin with the adoration jitaiit 
bhagavatu. They were evidently Vaisnava. In this connection, the name Vipnignpn 
and the dedication of 200 nivartnnas of land (595 acres according to Kautilya, but 
148'6 acres according to his commentator; zee Sue. Siit. Eaat. Dec., p. 41 n.) to the 
god Vipnihara are also to be noted. 

In all the inscriptions of Visrjugopa and Simhavarman, the Pallavas have been 
credited with the performance of many aivaniedhaa or many krafiia. So far we know 
only of two Pallava kings who performed the Horse-sacrifice. The first of them is 
Sivaskandavarman of the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagalli grants, and the second, is. 
Kutnaravisou, grandfather of Skandavarman II who issued the Omgodu grant (on. 1). 
The former is also credited with the performance of the Agnintoma and Viljapeya 
sacrifices. ' 

In the Omgodu grant (no. 2) of Simhavarman. the Pallavas have been referred to 
as waZZab Art which is evidently the same as &ri-uallab ha (A t'ne Ma,ngalur grant. It is 
interesting to note that titles like aruvallabha, prlhivi'VaLlabha etc. , were adopted by 
individual Calukya kings of Badami.^ We do not know whethier tl^ CaKik yas appropriat- 

1. The Calukya antagonist of Pallava Narasimhavarman has been called Vallabha-raja ( 
v<Jtllohh(t~T<iJcLsy(i etc. of the Uc.ayendiram grant, no. 2, /lirZ. jd/rt.. Vlll. p. 273). In the Sainanga ih inscrip- 
tion (tfeid., XI, p. 1 1 1 ), the Calukya oonte.nporary of RSjtrakata DantiJurga (11) has been called Vallabha. In 
the Yevur_and Mirai grants (ibid., Vlll, pp. 12-14), the Calukyas themselves refer to the greatness of their family 
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ed the title of the Pallavas. It is however certain that the Ra§trakuta kings who succeeded 
the Calukyas in the sovereignty of the Deccan appropriated these titles and were 
therefore known an Vallabharaja. Arabic travellers of the 9th and 10th centuries men- 
tion a powerful dynasty of the Balharas who ruled at Mankir. According to R. G. 
Bhandarkar ( Bom. Ooe , 1, Pt. ii, p. 209), Balhara is an Arabic corruption of Vallabharaja 
and the Balharas of Mankir are no other than the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta.^ 

!. The Uruvupalli grant of Vijnugopavarman was issued from the glorious and 
victorious sthana of Palakkada. By this grant, the Dharma-yuvamaharaja Visnugopavar- 
man, who belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra and the Pallava family, issued an information 
about his grant to the villagers of Uruvupalli (situated in the Mtindarastra) and an 
order to all the uynJdukas, all the naiyijokas, ruja-vallabkas and snncai'antakas who 
had to make the following gift of the crown-prince immune with all the pnrihdras. The 
grant was in the form of 200 nivartanas of lands which were made a devabhoga to be 
enjoyed by the god Visnuhara whose temple called Visnuhara-devaltula was built by 
the aeiuipati Vi^nuvarman at a place called Kapdukura (or Keijdukura). The object of 
the grant was the increase of longevity and strength of the grantor. It ' is warned that 
anyone who would transgress the order would be liable to'physical punishment. The 
plates are said to have been given in the 11th year of Sirphavarma-maharaja, on the 
tenth day of the dark half of Pauja. 

Ayuktaka which is synonymous with niyogin, kanna'naciva and vydpfta, seems 
to mean "governor of a district". The passage asmin vi^aye sarvdyuktakilf} possibly 
shows that there were several ayuktakas employed in a 'single vviciya. The word 
miyyoka is evidently the same as noiyogika of the Chendalur grant which is derived 
from niyoga (office, employment) and seem.s to mean "governor". The word 
rdjo'vallabha may signify favourites or subordinates of the Pallava king. It may also 
possibly refer to keepers of the royal horses or cows“. Sancarantaka has already been 
explained. It is the same as sancdra of Kautilya’s Arthasdstra. For the appoinment 
of spies in the king’s own state to report him about the conduct of his officials and 
subjects, see Manusanihitd, Vll- 122. 


as vdllahharaja-lahtmi. These are only a few of the examples. Dr. Ray Chaudhuri points out to me that 
the fuller fro.*n of the epithet is possibly suggests that these Vai^nava kings claicned 

to have been incarnations of Visnu who is the vallahha of both Sri and Pi:fhivl. There seems to be an analogy 
between these kings' upholding DhurfJia from the Kaliytiga-doBa and Visnu's upholding P^tldvl from the 
Pralayd in his Varaha incarnation. The figures of two queens with each of the two Pallava kings engraved on 
the portals of the Varaha cave (identified by Krishnasastri with Mahendravarman 1 and his son Narasirphavarman 
Siiphavisnu) appear to represent symbolically Srt and Prlhivi (see my note in Jnd. CttU., ii, pp. 131—132), 

1. 'VallabharEja should, by the rules of Prakrit or vernacular pronunciation, become Vallabha*'ray or 
Ballaha-ray. The last is the same as the Balhara of the Arabic" Hoc, eiU ; also pp. 387f0. 

2. Cf. vaUava in the Pikira and HirahadagalH ^ants, and vallahha in the Chendalur and Mangalur 


grants. 
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The word dev.ibhoga is the same as devcUm, devasat, devadeija and devcuiaija, 
and signifies religious donation to a god", in numerous South Indian grants reference 
is made to the fact that the land is granted with the exception of lands previously given 
away as devobhoga-hala. The word devahala has been used in the same sense in 
the Peddavegi grant of Nandivarman il Salaiikayana (Sue. Sut. East. Dec , p. 80). 

The village of Uruvupalli in the Mundarastra has not yet been identified. The 
boundary of the field granted is however clearly stated in the charter. The southern 
and eastern sides of the field were bounded by the river Suprayoga (or Suprayoga). 
At the northern extremity was a large tamarind tree covered with hills ; and the western 
side was bounded by the villages of Kondamuruvudu, Kendukura and Kararupora. 

According to Fleet, (Ind. Ant., V. p. 5), "The seal connecting the plates bears the 
representation of what seems to be a dog, but in native opinion, a lion". The figure is 
possibly that of a bull. 

II. The Omgodu grant (no. 2) was issued from an un-named skandhuvUra on 
the fifth tit hi of the bright half of Vaisakha in the fourth regnal year of Simhavarman, 
son of Visnugopa- By this record, the king granted the village of Omgodu (previously 
granted by his grandfather to a Brahmana named Golasarman of the Kasyapa gotra) 
to a Brahmana named DevaJarman who was an inhabitant of Kopdura and belonged 
to the Kasyapa gotra. Devasarman was possibly a relative and heir of Golasarman. 
The village of Kopt^ura seems to be the same as the native village of Sivaiarman, 
recipient of the Polamuru grant of Vispukupdin Madhavavarman I, and of Casami' 
barman, recipient of the Narasaopet grant of Pallava Vispugopavarman 11. The identifi- 
cation of Orpgodu in the Karmarastra has already been discussed. 

The grant is here referred to as purva'bhofjU'vivarjita, which seems to be the 
same as devabhoya-hala'vorj'i of other grants- It was endowed with all the pari/idrns, 
and is said to have been copied from the oral order of the Bhattaraka, i.e. the king 
himself. According to Krishnasastri (Ep- Ind., XV, p. 252), the characters of this grant 
are of a later period than that used in Sirnhavarman’s other grants. F1e is therefore 
inclined to think that the grant was copied from an original record about the beginning 
of the 7ih century A- D. 

In line 22 of the grant, reference is made to an eclipse being the occasion of the 
grant. It is however contradicted by the details of the date, viz. 5ih lunar day of the 
bright half of Vaisakha (I I. 3 1 -32). Krishnasastri however tried to reconcile the two 
particulars by supposing "that the grant which was actually made on the new moon day 
of Chaitra, a possible day for the nearest solar eclipse, was engraved on the copper-plates 
five days aftei, i.e. on the 5th day of the bright half of Vaiiakha” (ihil., p. 253)L 

I. According to Fleet (J. R. A. S., 1915, p. 473), Sirphevarmirt, son of Visnugopa, is to be identified 
with the king of the same name who is known from the I/olcavibhilffn to have ascended the throne in A. D. 
436. In A. D. (436 + 3 = ) 439 (or 440) however there was no solar eclipse on the newmoon day of Caitra. 

. 7 
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11!. The Pikira grant of Sirnhavarman was issued from the glorious and victorious 
camp at the king’s residence at Menmatura in his 5th regnal year on the third tithi of 
the bright half of Asvayuja with a hope for the increase of his longevity, strength and 
victory. The copper-plates were discovered at Nelalur in the Ongole taluka of the 
Guntur district. 

By this record, the villagers of Pikira in the Mundarastra, as well as the 
fid/iuak^ris, vnllavas and &rinti,na.-sriiiciirins stationed in the rastra, were informed 
of the king's gift of the above village, endowed with all the immunities, but with 
the exception of lands previously granted for the enjoyment of gods, to a Taittiriya 
Brahmana named Vilasaiarman who belonged to the Kasyapa gotra. The king says 
here that, as the village of Pikira has been made a Brahmadeya, it should be .made 
immune with all pnriltaras by the king’s officials who would also see that they be 
observed by others. Any one transgressing this order is warned to be liable to physical 
punishment. The word adlniakia means a “superintendent” or a "ruler” (Apte, S. — E. 
Dictionary, s. v. ; G'dd. IX, 10 ; Kumarnsambhava, VI, 17)-' Vallava means 
gopa according to Amara ; other Pallava inscriptions (e. g. the Chendalur and Mangalur 
grants) have vallablia. which means ghot<tka~raki<ika according to Jatadhara (see 
Sabdokalpadruiiia, s. v. pcdaka.) According to Amara however vnllabha means 
ad/iynkfa which has been explained by a commentator as gav'ddliynkyt (ibid., 
s. V.). Vallabha is generally taken to signify favourites of the king. Slsana-sancarin 
may be the same as ^usaiin-hara i.e. messenger ; it may also be identical with 
N liicarnntnka of other inscriptions. 

The seal of Sirnhavarman attached to the Pikira grant is very much worn, 
but bears in relief, on a counter-sunk surface, an animal with mouth open and 
face to the proper left. It is represented as seated on a horizontal line that is in 
relief. It closely resembles the animal represented on the seal attached to the 
Uruvupalli grant. The tail and fore-legs of the animal are not seen (Ep. Iiid.,y\\\, 

p. 160). 

IV. The Mangalur grant was issued from Dasanapura (identified with Darsi 
in the Nellore district), on the fifth lUhi of the bright half of Caitra in the 8th- 
year of Sirnhavarman's reign with the hope of increasing his longevity, strength and 
victory. 

By this record, the king granted the village of Mangadur in the Vengorastra 
as a Brahmadeya to the following Brahmanas ; (1) Apastambiya Rudra^arman of 
the Atreya gotra, (2) Apastambiya Turkkaferman of the Vatsayana gotra, (3) Apas- 
tambiya Damasarman of the Kausika gotra, (4) Apastambiya Yajnasarman of the 
Bharadvaja gotra, (5) Apastambiya Bhavakotigupta of the Paraiara gotra and (6) 

1. Being connected v;ith mllara (cow-herdl, may adinjnksa signify gnv-arlhynk.ia ? 
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Vaiasaneyi Bhartriarman, (2) Audamedha, (8) Chandoga, (9) Sivadatta and (10) 
Hairanyakesa Sabthikuniara of the Gautama gotra. 

The villagers of h(langadur as well as the rulln/akints, vaUahlias and Sasana- 
sancarins were informed of the donation which was endowed with all the immuni- 
ties, but was with the exception of the devabhoga-hala. The villagers and officials 
were ordered to observe the immunities themselves and to see also that others 
observed them. Transgressers of the order were liable to physical punishment. 

Veiigorastra seems to be the district of Vehgi which lies between the rivers 
Krishna and Godavari. This district was in the possession of the Salaiikayanas as 
early as the time of Ptolemy (140 A. D.). At the time of Simhavarman, the southern 
fringe of the district was possib’y occupied by the Pallavas. 
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